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GALLO ARRANGING 
TO TAKE tONTROL 
OF THE MANHATTAN , ___ _ 

Strenuous EJ,fforts to S a v e 
Hammerstein H o u s e for 
Music Expe·cted to Culmi­
nate in Lead.ership for San 
Carlo Impresario- Asso­
ciated with Mrs. Hammer­
stein in Management of 
Manhattan Since September 
-Legal Arrangements Now 
Under Way- Plans to De­
vote House to Musical Offer-:­
ings of Character Intended 
by Founder - 0 p e r a t i c 
Leases Assured 

EROIC efforts on the part of a 
number o! individuals ~:t;".e be­

ing , ade to save the Manhattan 
Opera House for the purposes of 
music to which it was dedicated, 
and which have been recently 
threatened by a series of events 
leading up to a serious financial em­
barrassment of Mrs. Hamtiierstein 
and the possible sale of the prop­
erty. 

According to late reports, however, 
two men, Sol Blum and Fortune Gallo, 
had each made offers to effect a deal 
whereby the famCTUs structure might be 
maintained for musical and theatrical 
enterprises. Various mortgages and 
suits pending have complicated matters, 
which makes it probable that there may 
be some delay in reaching a final dis­
position Of the difficulty. 

Whatever the outcome of the present 
' situation, there will be no immediate 

change in the position of the Chicago or 
San Carlo operas, inasmuch as their 
leases extend over a period of years. 

Mrs. Hammerstein, who has been 
indomitable in her efforts to maintain 
the house as a memorial to her late hus­
band, has been seriously handicapped by 
the large amount of money it has been 
necessary to expend to refit the struc­
ture for the production of grand opera, 
and also by the fact that judgment is 
about to be entered in favor of her two 
step-daughters for a share of their 
father's estate in conformity with the 
finding of 'a referee. It is understood 
that advance rentals from the San Carlo 
Opera Company and from the Chicago 
Opera . Association amounting to some 
$70,000 enabled Mrs. Hammerstein to 
continue her hold on the theater last fall. 
More than two-thirds of this was spent 
for repairs, leaving little to meet obli­
gations which are now due. 

Mr. Gallo, manager of the San Carlo 
Opera Company and of Pavlowa, has 
been associated with Mrs. Hammerstein 
in the management of the house since 
she came into possessio~ of it last Sep­
tember. By their partnership arrange­
ment, he has controlled all bookings in 
the opera house and prior to their tak­
ing .possession he arranged with the Chi­
cago Opera Association for their occu­
pancy for annual seasons in January and 
February for a term of years. 

Gallo Arranging Legal Details 
"The only. question now,'; said Mr. 

Gallo, "is whether I am to take complete 
charge of the Manhattan; releasing Mrs. 
Hammerstein from any responsibilities 
or activities other than those of owner 
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many legal arrangements, and it is my 
belief that we shall complete the nego­
tiations in a few days. 

"If I am to become sole lessor of the 
Manhattan it is my intention to devote 
it as far as possible to musical offerings 
of the higher class, such as Mr. Hammer­
stein had in mind when he built the 
house, such as the Chicago Opera, Anna 
Pavlowa and her Ballet Russe, the com­
ing Spring Festival of the Oratorio So­
ciety conducted by Walter Damrosch, the 
annual seasons of the San Carlo Grand 
Opera Company at popular prices, and 
other similar organizations. We are also 
booking recitals and concerts for such 
weeks as may not be booked solidly with 
opera, ballet or spectacle, and for all 
Sundays. 

"The future . of the Manhattan under 
my management is amply financed, but 
even if we should not come to this ar­
rangement, and if a sale or receivership 
should become necessary, this will not 
affect the leases of ·the Chicago Opera 
and my own leases for the San Carlo 
Grand Opera and the Pavlowa Ballet 
Russe, and these attractions are assured 
housing in the Manhattan for several 
years to come, regardless of any other 
changes." 

At the time MUSICAL AMERICA went 
to press the deal had not been consum­
mated, but it appeared quite certain that 
Mr. Gallo would make satisfactory terms 
with Mrs. Hammerstein which would 
give him control of the famous home of 
opera. 
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CARUSOt STILL 
FIGHTING FEVERt 

GAINS STRENGTH 
Crisis Passed, but Physicians 

Guard Against Another Re­
lapse- Patient's Appetite 
Improves and He Rests Well 
- P a s s e s Forty-Eighth 
Birthday Without Celebra­
tion- Voice Declared Un­
injured by Illness 

As MUSICAL AMERICA went to 
press Caruso underwent another 
operation. On Tuesday afternoon 
the five attending physicians an­
nounced: 

"Mr. ·Caruso has had a slight 
secondary collection of pus in the 
flank which has been •successfully 
evacuated. He is now resting 
comfortably." 
_ It was declared that the opera­

tion had greatly relieved the 
patient and that his speedy recov­
ery was anticipated. 

ST TILL fighting fever, but appar­
ently gaining strength and par­

taking better of the food brought 
to him, Enrico Caruso entered an­
other year of his life last Sunday, 
the day being the forty-eighth an­
niversary of his birth. There was 
no celebration and he saw no visit­
ors in the suite at the Vanderbilt 
Hotel, where he has been ill of 
suppurative pleurisy since Christ­
mas day. 

Flowers were sent to his rooms in great 
numbers, and telegrams and letters of 
congratulation came from many parts 
of the world. Every care was taken, 
however, to avoid exciting the patient. 

Due to an error in various bio­
graphical sketches of the tenor, many 
of the congratulatory messages for his 
birthday were · sent to arrive Friday, 
Feb. 25. Even some of those closest to 
the tenor were mistaken with regard to 
the date until Bruno Zirato, secretary 
to Caruso, mentioned the matter to him 
and Caruso told him his birthday was 
on the 27th and not the 25th. Among 
the communications received was one 
from the tenor's brother, Giovanni Ca­
ruso, en route from Italy on the Car­
onia. Since ljarning of his brother's 
coming, Caruso has expressed the wish 
that he might be strong enough to re­
turn to Italy with his brother. Tenta-. 
tive plans still contemplate that the pa­
tient will be taken to Atlantic City for 
a few weeks as soon as he is strong 
enough, and then go either to Italy or 
the southern part of the United States. 

Bulletins of the · last week have 
sounded a hope-ful note, without ignoring 
the fact that Caruso is still a very sick 
man. The pleura has been reported h.eal­
ing, but inflammation is still present. 
The fever has been high at times, but 
on Monday was reported somewhat 
lower . . 

Wednesday of last week the following 
bulletin was issued : 

"Mr. Caruso has had no change in his 
favorable recovery. His condition is sat­
isfactory." 

Thursday's communication was as fol­
lows: · 

"Mr. Caruso is progressing slowly, but 
in a satisfactory manner. His condition 
is improving in every way." . 
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