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Candidate Warren G. Harding‘ Once a Village Bandsman,

He Wants Federal Ald For Music

*1 Am in Favor of Placing the Government Squarely Behind
the Nation-Wide Effort to Bring Music Into Its Own,”
Declares Republican Presidential Nominee—Favors Na-
tional Conservatory with Branches Throughout Country
and Wants Scope of Musical Instruction Widely Expanded
in Public Schools—How the Senator Began His Career As
a Musician in Marion, Ohio

By ALFRED 7. MARKS
ABHINGTON, D. C, June 16
Senntor Warren G. Harding, the

Bepublican nominee for the presidency,
wild probably have become a politie'an
wben if he had not performed on that slte
huen in the Marion, Ohio, Silver Cornet
Iand—but that's what really put hjm in
piitles. The Senator says so himaelf.
Semator Harding,
o muale, is o bigp and impressive per-
mpality—a man of genial presence and
mignetic manner, If one word were to
I upd In describing him, that word
woald bi "force.” He is appronchable
and thoroughly democratic; direct, delib-
gmate and incisive in speech, never hiesi.

musician ami lover

tatite for a word and wsing the right
woril always, whether in heated debate
o the floor of the Senate or as the sub-

:Fl‘:‘l’f enid of an interview with a fellow
BEWEpa perman,

Thete mre the impressions nhsorbed
by the MUBICAL AMERICA representutive
o Be talked with Senator Harding in
fifs effiee on the firzt floor of the big Sen-
ate effice building in Washington,

Few men in poblic life lo-dny are os
will informed 1n a musical way as is
Smator Harding. It i= a far cry (rom

pligit the alle horn in the village band
‘ Inﬁll.lthihyf to grand opern in Rome,
Parls and Berlin, but Senator Harding's
ve for music which manifested itself
i the firnl hns not ended in the last.

Senntor Harding iz fond of opera and
good musie, and is & patron and devotee
ol musieanl enterprizez and activities in
Beth hin home eity of Marion and in the
sitional capital, and it may be said in

ing that he knows good music when
hears it

Favors National Conservalories

Nor in Senator Harding's interest in
minic entirely confined to the enjoyment
B derlves in listening to it. He ia In
favor of what may be termod the “na-
fonalizing”™ of musie, to be brought
about by the establishment by the gov-
giiment of a MNational Conservatory of
Mosle, and such branches as may be
foand necessary to provide the oppor-
lanily for a musical eduention in those
I sertions of the country more or less Te-
mobe from the central institution.
"Whether this povernment-instituted
i government-supervised enterprise
will be best carried on through the en-
metment of the Fletcher Bill or some
othiir mensure,” said Senator Harding, *3
am pobt prepared ot thizs moment to say.
But'l am in favor of placing the govern-
mint squarely hehind the nation-wide of -
| furh to bring music into ils own and to
. oxtablish a definite and permanent place
- for it in our national activities
*How this can best be done so that the
. phieel desired can he achieved in the
large wiy in which we must do this is
byl o matter of detail, and 1 do not hesi-
fale to say s to a considerable extent in
the bBands of the musieal people of the
country themselves.

Favors School Musie

*1 have nlweys favored the teaching
of ‘munic, both voral and instrumental, in
our schools, mnd I =zhall ever feel that
thene stodies should have an important
nnd esgontinl place in the sdoeational
eurrioulym of our institutions of learning
from tho lowest to the highest,

*l do nok feel free to say that our

wont Burean of Education should be

" tuadened in scope and expanded into a
department of education, to embrace mu-
gir teaching and supervision, with a Cabi-
et official at its head. As a matter of
fact, 1 have not given the subject suffi-
cient consideration to have renched an
opinion. 1 see no insurmountable ob-
stacle In the way of such expansion, how-

ever, and can appreciate the advantages
it would have over the present plan

“Generally speaking, T am with the
musical people and 1 am for them; 1
know music in an unpretentious wny and
I love it; we cannot have too much mu-
gic; we need it—the world neads it—
probably more than ever before, and | nm
the friend of every effort to give It itz
rightful place in our national HHfe"™

Senator Harding sayz that many per-
zons in his home town remember the
days when he marched with the village
hand, nt seventeen years of age, proudly
tooting on the alto horn, and earning the
first [ew dollars which started the way
tp the Harding fortune of to-day., It's
a joke now, ho says, but it was fnr from
a joke then. He considered it serious
business, and the people of the town
thought it was even worse than that. In
fact, young Harding made an earnest en
deavor to become a great musician right
there. His alto horn could be heard long
after 10 p. m., when the villagers wanted
to po to eleep, and it would be the town
alarm clock in the moming. He “blew
awful hard," the old folks say, and it is
gaid thut the leader of the apgregotion
called him nside one day and nsked him
if he gould not "tone it down" some, m3
the persecutor of the bass drom had com-
plained that he eould not be heard at all

The first palitical meeting Harding nat-
tended was ns a member of the band, and
from that moment he waz “in polities.™
His naturnl bent is politice—but he pot
his introduction via the band route.

In the Harding home at Wyoming
Avenue, In the northwest suburbs of the
national enpital, there is one of the hand-
somest appointed music rooms to be
found in any Washington home,

Mrs, Harding, herself 3 muosician and
a graduate of the Cincinnali Conserva-
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Senator Warren (. Harding, Republican Candidate for the Presidency, Whe Began

His Professional Carcer Playing the

tory of Musie, put in seven hours a day
for over three years, just prior to her
marriage, in practising on the piano, She
iz as fond of music as i= Senator Harding.

Upon the return of Senator Harding
from the Chicago convention he found

Alto Horn in a Marion, Ohio, Band

awaiting him in Washington a telegram
from his long-time friend, John Phili
Sousa, the well-known band leader, whie
read:

“Blesa your musical soull May God's
harmonies be with you forever.”

GREAT MAHLER FEST
STIRS ALL HOLLAND

I'remendous Enthusiam Marks
Big Celebration—Homage
to Willem Mengelberg

AmsTEnoasm, Holland, June 5. —The
Mahler Festival, on the occasion of the
twenty-fifth jubilee az condoctor of the
Coneertgebouw-orchestra pf Amsterdam
of Willem Mengelberg, was n groat sue-
Cess, Bueh enthusiasm has never
before been heard in n Duteh concert-
hall, and on the last evening it seemed
as if the applause would pever end.
Mengelberg was given many presents
and the document of the foundation of a
Mengelberg-fand that already possezses
more than 100,000 guilders. In Amater-
dam and Utrecht strests were numed for
Mengelberg: commemorative maedals
have been struck; he becams honorable
conduetor of the Frankfurter Mussums
Gesellschaft, ete. Concerning the Men-
gelberg-album we shall say n word at
the end of this letter.

The nine concerts under the imagina-
tive eonductorzhip of Mengelberg were
of the grealest artistice walue. He, the
greatest friend of Mahler, knows these
works ns no one. This musie-festival
stands alone; it was unigque, and thrill-
ing; o musicnl milestone.

“The soloists  were: Elise Monagé
Challa, Gertrude Foerstal, A. Noorde-

wier Heddingius, &harlez Cahler, Ilona
Durigo, Sigrid Onegin, Meta Reidel,
Jacques Urlos, Jos. Groenen and Thom
Denys. They all deserve praise for their
azzistunes, particularly Gertrude Foers-
tel, Charles Cahier, Tlona Durige, Urlus
and Denys

Ahout the Mengelberg. album, a work
of nearly 300 pages, odited by Martinus
Nyhoff nt The Hague. It is very finely

conceived and executed and contalns
many copled of original pﬂ._—1r,||'1nl Etven
to the master, by several great painters.
Thiz album containg articles (n  the
Duteh, German, English, French and
Italian ]ltnuuugn'a. Paul Cronhelm eom
posed the album.

Long to be remembered are tho vearly
recurring iiurfur'l'rtnnr_-uﬁ of Bach's “St.
Matthew Passion™ at Amsterdam, The
Hapue, Rotterdam, Groningen, and other
parts of the kingdom. The conductorn
are Willem Mengelberg (of this eity)
and Johan Bchoonderbeek (The Hague).
The soloikts every year are Mme, Noor

dewier-Redingivs, soprane, and Thom
Denys, bass-baritone, The latter hau
sung the part of Chris! over seventy

times in all the countries of Europe
Next vear he expects to visit America
and will make a tour of the states

At present Schoonderbesk is very, bu*
not eritically, ill. On this mecount the
early summer performance in the greal
old church of Naarden cannol be given
thia. vear.

The musie season in tho Lowns ia
closed, However, not in Scheveningen.
Georg Schneevoipt, the well-known ean-
doetor of Stockholm, zives his roncerts
with the Residentie-Orehestra in the
“Kurzaal™ there. As soloists thess art-
ists have been already engaged Jacques
Thitaud, Aured Cortot, Ilonn Durigo.

Destinn  Files Compiaint in Suit Owver
Her Pearl Neckluce

In a swit begun in January, Ema Das-
tinn filed n ecomplaint in the Supreme
Court on June 14, against Edward
Bergor, n Neéw York dealer, who, she

gllege=, sold her a pearl necklace for
$27.000, representing the gems to be
Oriental pearls. Mme. Destinn states
thut she subsequently found out that the
pearls were the fresh-water variety with
a value of about 5,000, Berger's nttor-
ney elnima that there was never any mis-
representation concerning the pearls and

that they were sold &8s fresh water
pearls.
Panie in Carnegie Mall Stodios When

Fire Routs Tenants

A short clrouit of electric wires in the
storeroom of the restaurant on the
ground floor of Carnegie Hall at 10
o'clock on the evening of June 20, caused
a clond of smoke to ascend to the wpper
floora, filling the main concert hall, the
lecture hall and a number of the studlos.
The actual fire, which iz said not to have
been  serious, was quickly extingoished
by the fire department, but several per-
sons were overcome by smoke and numer
ous rezsidents of the studios thrown into
a panic. The damage was slight.

Moiseiwitsch Makes Sensational Success
in Sydney, Australia

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA, May 16.—Benno
Moizeiwitsch, Ruseian pianist, made his
début at the Town Hall here yesterday.
He is said to have created the record
in receipts for a first piano recital In
Australin, with the sole exception of
Paderewaki, and to have been received
with wonderful enthusiasm. His success
waz 30 great that seven additional re-
cilals have been arranged to take place
in SBydney alone during this month.
Thuman Leaves “Enguirer” to Become

Head of Cincinnati College of Music

It was learned by Musicat Amenioa
thie week on excellent autherity that J.
Herman Thuman, music eritic of the Cin-
cinnati Evguirer, had resigned his news-
paper pont to become business manager
of the Cincinnati College of Musie. A
few weeks ago, Musicar AMEMICA pub-
lizhed a story to the cffect that A. J.
Ganfort for many years manager of the
Cincinnati College of Music had resigned
and that many chanpes in the faculty
were imminent. Mr, Thuman js busi-
neas moanager of the Cincinnati Festival
Association,



