
ay ;n, 1919 MUSICAL " AMERICA 

Says Russian Bolsheviki Revel in 
Music of Ultra-Modern Type 

awful food one was forced to eat, and 
though it was pretty bad at the time, I 
now look upon it as a blessing in dis
guise, as it was only due to my illness 
that I at last got permission to leave. 
The doctor, about whose kindness in help
ing me to get out I cannot speak highly 
enough, declared to the authorities that 
I should die if I were not sent away to 
a sanatorium in Finland to recruit, and 
on the strength of this I got permission 
for two months' leave of absence for 
convalescence. To have applied for per
mission to leave the country altogether 
and go home to England would have 
meant absolute refusal: I had been 
blankly refused when I applied for per
mission to leave in the autumn. Once 
over the border in Finland I was safe 
and free to go where I wished. 

Albert Coates, English Conductor Formerly at Imperial Court 
Opera in Petrograd, Declares He Found Sharply-marked 
Preference for Modern and Complicated Music-Scriabin's 
"Poeme d'Extase" Riotously Welcomed 

·'==================================================~! 
"IT is quite extraordinary how the 

·.people throng theaters and con
eerts!" says Albert Coates, the English 
conductor, formerly at the Imperial 
Court Theater of Petrograd, who lately 
returned to England, speaking of the 
people of Russia under the Bolsheviki. 
Through · the courtesy of the Daily Tele
graph of London, MUSICAL AMERICA is 
able to quote from the conductor's article 
in the April 26 issue of that paper. 

"It is, of course, not the educated 
public of former days, which has almo3t 
entirely disappeared, but a new and en
tirely democratic public consisting of 
workpeople, peasants, soldiers and sail
ors. . . . Whatever the 'People' do 
in the political and social sphere, and 
their record is pretty bad, at concerts 
and at the opera they sit as reverently 
as though they were in church and listen 
with the rapt expression of children to 
whom fairyland is suddenly revealed. It 
ha~ often happened that after a concert 
some simple peasant has got up and 
formally thanked me and the orchestra 
for the pleasure· we had given them. Also 
after a symphony a group of work
people have crowded round me and have 
asked me to explain things in the music 
that they had not understood. 

"They show a marked preference for 
modern and complicated music, infinitely 
preferring it to the older and simpler 
forms of Russian music. Their special 
favorite, strange as it may seem, is 
Scriabin, and after a performance of this 
composer's 'Poeme d'Extase' that I was 
conducting, the public, which consisted 
almost entirely of the 'People,' shouted 
themselves hoarse with enthusiasm. 
This so much astonished me (I had never 
dreamed that they would understand it) 
that I turned to a sailor who was yelling 
fit to burst his lungs and asked him what 
it was he liked so much about the work. 
'Ah,' he said, 'I'm of course not wise 
enough to understand it, but it makes me 
feel like a young horse. I should love 
to kick out, and then run round a field 
for an hour.' After this performance I 
was continually receiving requests
workpeople used to stop me in the streets 
-to get up another concert and conduct 
the 'Poeme d'Extase,' they wanted so 
much to hear it. 

Saving the Theater 

"The Maryinsky opera remained, I am 
thankful to say, entirely unaffected by 
Bolshevism. At. the beginning of the 
first revolution we formed a little repub
lic of our own and ruled ourselves. We 
constituted an administrative committee, 
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consisting of two conductors (of whom 
I was one), four singers, two chorus and 
two orchestra artists, the members being 
chosen by vote, and though it may be 
hard to believe that prima donnas, tenors 
and conductors could rule amicably to-

"Now that I am back ·in England I am 
very happy in the idea of again conduct-

Albert Coates, Who, Having Made Good His Escape from Russia, Is to Lead the 
London Symphon:y Orchestra 

gether, we managed it. There were no ing the London Symphony Or chestra. I 
intrigues, everybody having only the spent so many happy hours with them 
good of the theater at heart, and the at Covent Garden the last time I wr.s 
opera flourished both artistically and here that I look forward with the great
financially until the hunger sapped our est pleasure to being able to work with 
strength and beat us in the uneven fight. them again, my conducting talents being, 
We went through one bad crisis at the I most sincerely hope, somewhat better 
beginning of the revolution, when the than my very doubtful lite-rary ability." 
mob swarmed round the · Maryinsky 
Theater and was preparing to burn it 
down. We all went out en rnasse on to 

, the big Place in f r ont of the building, 
and each one of us harangued that part 
of the crowd that he fell among, and so 
we managed to turn them from their 
purpose and saved our theater. 

"At the beginning of December I fell ill 
with blood poisoning, brought on by the 
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New Britain (Conn.) High School Forces 
Give First Concert 

NEW BRITAIN, CONN.; May 24.-The 
first concert of the local High Sehoul 
Chorus was given at the Grammar School 
Hall, May 23, to a large audience in a t
tendance. Gaul's cantata, "Joan of 
Arc" was presented under the leadership 
of George . B. Mathews. The chorus of 
180 voices did splendid work and Mr. 
Mathews deserves great credit for h is 
work. The soloists were Doris Bradley, 
soprano, Charles J. Stuhlman, tenor, and 
Fred Latham. The second part was given 
by the High School Orchestra, under the 
leadership of Ilga F. Harvey, and solo
ists. Those heard were Mildred L. Sedg
wick, in vocal numbers. Earle Lambert 
and Mr. Gumprecht, violinists; Mr. 
Latham and Mr. Stuhlman. F. L. E. 

Walker Directs Memorial Services in 
Brooklyn Church 

Memorial Day services held last Sun
day at the Twelfth St. Reformed Church 
comprised musical features of an elab
orate character. These were under the 
supervision of Charles Wade Walker, or
ganist and choirmaster. The organ 

·numbers included Batiste's "Commun
ion," a portion of Grieg's "Peer Gynt" 
music and the Toccata of Dubois. The 
choir distinguished itself in Gounod's 
Sanctus. Mr. Walker has acted for a 
number of years as superintendent of 
school music in Ridgefield, Conn. 
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TORONTO STUDENTS COMPETE 

Public Schools in Empire Day Concert
Award Prizes to Children 

TORONTO, May 24.-The Empire Day 
concert of the Toronto Public Schools 
was given in Massey Hall on May 23 be
fore a large audience when the singing of 
1200 children was greeted with appreci
ative applause. One chorus which met 
with general approval was "Hail, Smil
ing Morn,'' called for such applause that 
it had to be repeated. "The Bells of 
Aberdovy" was also well received, while 
"Rule Britannia,'' sung in excellent man
ner to the waving of flags, aroused great 
enthusiasm. The chorus was conducted 
by A. T. Cringan of the University Fac
ulty of Music in the absence on account 
of illness of Llew Rees, supervisor . of 
music in the schools, who trained the 
children. 

The various contests of the evening 
brought forth some excellent singing. In 
the solo contest for girls, Thelma Allen 
of Perth Avenue School won first prize 
and Margaret Urquhart of Winchester 
School, second; in the double trio chorus, 
Perth Avenue was first with Pauline 
Avenue, second; in the choir competition, 
the first prize went to Pauline Avenue 
School-second to Perth A venue, and the 
third prize to Williamson Road School; 
boys' solo competition, first prize to 
George Culley of Clinton School and sec
ond to Raymond Sears of Queen Victoria 
school. The preliminary trials were held 
early in thei.}Veek to decide the soloists 
and choirs t lilt would take part. 

W. J. B. 

Mrs. Perfield to Hold Summer Session 
in New York 

The Effa Ellis Perfield summer school 
will be held at the Hotel Astor, New 
York from June 2 till June 20. The first 
morning session will be free to teachers, 
it is announced. 

Emma Roberts has been engaged as 
soloist for the Easter concerts of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra in Philadelphia 
next April. This will make the tenth 
important orchestra with which the con
tralto has sung. 

SALZEDO 

I do not think there is a man liv ing 
today who is a greater exponent of 
the harp than Salzedo. 

W alter Damrosch. 

SPECIAL SUMMER 
CLASSES 

and private instruction on the 
harp, in solo and ensemble 
playing, at Seal Harbor, 
Maine. 

Summer Rates 
Terms: A ddress S ecretary 

313 West 80th Street 

New York City 

Assisting Artist with 
Mme. Schumann-Heink VLADIMIR -DUBINSKY 'Cellist 

Personal address: 547 W. 147th St. 
New York City 
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