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Practical Problems of Music Students, Life 
mates. While the lives inside the walls 
of the institutions housing tlie students 
was above reproach, yet in the end the 
directors could do no more than feed 
and room them. Once their pension
naires left the door they were not re
sponsible for their acts or the kind of 
company they kept. 

in Paris During the Ante-Bellum Days 

Existence in the Latin Quarter Not So Rosy as Many Believe
The Dangers of Translating American Customs to Living 
Abroad-The Wild Goose Chase and Where It Leads 

By LEONORA RAINES 

IN looking over some old slips and• 
notes jotted down in Paris prior to the 

war, I extract this, copied from the bul
letin board of the American Girls' Club: 
"For Sale-Household Goods. Whole 
divan, $1.20; chair ·(needs paint), 70 
cts.; rug (in good repair), $1; dandy 
chest of drawers, $4; American rocker 
(one leg broken), $2; kitchen utensils, 
50 cts.; American shoes No. 5 new $3." 

This same bulletin no doubt chronicled 
the sale of the unfortunate objects, with 
the exception of the shoes, many and 
many a time, each time a f ew cents 
knocked off the price by the conscien
tious investor. It was such a money
saver for the girls who had to economize 
and live close to the line else the amount 
they were to go on could not be stretched 
out for the prolonged stay. The stu
dents represented the various branches 
of art, voice and piano leading. Infor
mation on the bulletin was a great money 
and time saver for here the girls found 
what was necessary without losing 
precious moments from work. 

Nearly all the students who occupied 
rooms or studios got their furnishings 
from the boa:rd. Everyone understood 
the household goods had been traveling 
for years, that the crippled beds, ch airs, 
easels and bits of things had had no 
"steady" since they were bought as in
vestments. Indeed, not in the memory of 
the oldest American inhabitant in the 
quarter had some of the furniture been 
new. 

CANTON HEARS TWO DIVAS 

Mme. Aida and Carolina Lazzari Give 
Recitals-Many Local Concerts 

CANTON, OHIO, March 4.- Mme. Alda, 
prima donna of the Metropolitan Grand 
Opera Company of New York, gave two 
highly pleasing and appreciated recitals, 
under the auspices of the People's Musi
cal Course, assisted by her accompanist, 
Erin Ballard. Mme. Alda greatly pleased 
both audiences. Although the greater 
number of her offerings were of the 
lighter character, she displayed the fine 
management of her voice conveniently 
in the heavier numbers. 

Carolina Lazzari, contralto of the Chi
cago Grand Opera Association, and 
Lieut. Donald McBeath, violinist, gave 
the eighth concert of the People's Musi
cal Course at the Auditorium on March 
10 and 11. Miss Lazzari sang many old
time favorites· and quite a few more dif
ficult numbers. Both houses were 
crowded to capa.city and both artists won 
much applause. 

The patrons of the people's course 
were formerly g iven ligh ter concerts, 
with many of the numbers simply of a 
lecture-nature, but the popular demand 
has been for all musical evenings. Each 
year sees the quality of the entire course 
grGwing better, while in the last two 
years the course has included a double 
performance by each artist or artist s. 
The prices have only been increased on 
the reserved seats, which are now fifteen 
cents on concerts, while the general a d
mission has remained ten cents. 

The MacDowell Club met as usual on 
March 6 and its members performed 
compositions by Grieg a nd MacDowell. 

For the second time within as many 
years the Thomas Murray Concert Com
pany appeared under the auspices of the 
Rev. A. B. Stuber. at St . Peter's Ca tholic 
Church on March 2. The two pr incipal 
numbers sung by this company were 
"Out of Darkness," by Gounod, and 
"Gallia." 

Another number on the People's Musi
cal Course was given the latter part of 
February by the Columbia Stellar Male 
Quartet, com])osed of Charles Harrison, 
first tenor; Lewis James, second tenor; 
Andre Sarto, baritone, and Frank Crox
ton. basso. 

The Canton Operatic Company on 
three nights, March 4, 5 and 6, revived 

The lame Sommier had often to be 
boosted up by a box or was in poor 
sanitar-y condition, b.ut no one minded a 
little imperfection like that. As for 
kitchen utensils, even though grime and 
grease did stick to the underside, no one 
was going to see all that but the owner 
when she was preparing her always hasty 
meal. It was a case df "Where living 
begins art leaves off" with her. 

It was easy to progress with house
keeping on these lines, and the whole 
event was looked upon as a huge joke 
and part of the chase. Your neighbor 
lived no better than you so there was 
nothing to condone. The picnicking 
might have gone on one or several years. 
It a ll depended on how long your courage 
or your cash held out, how long you were 
willing to rough it, how much of the 
bohemian life your constitution would 
stand. 

Those Who Succeeded 

To those that remained only as long 
as they said they would and left after 
getting what they came for, we always 
heard good reports, for they had reason 
and strength of character enough to suc
cmeed no matter what the surroundings. 
It was the other large per cent that stuck 
on accomplishing nothing but years, who 
lost interest in studies, and when the 
"stay on" germ was fully matured, all 
they seemed to care to do was just to 
live. Maybe it was because they saw 
no prospect of arriving in a foreign 
country, maybe they knew they could 
never sacrifice what was necessary to 
gain the goal. 

Fortunately for these girls and others 
war came along and shock-shelled them 
home. Of a ll those "setters" that were 
in Paris, many a thor n in the side of 
the colony, the last left last year when 

an old-time play, "The Mocking Bird," 
musi·c by A. B. Sloane and words by 
Sydney Rosenfeld. This was the twelfth 
annual production for the company and 
the most successful one in way of re
ceipts, the three houses being packed to 
capacity. Proceeds were donated to war 
and charity work. 

The Grand Army Band, once famous 
as the leading amateur band of this coun
try, gave a concert just r ecently under 
the direction of its new leader, Karl 
King. R. L. M. 

American Pianist n>oing Unique War 
Work in France 

PARIS, Feb. 20.- Frederic Curtis But
terfield, formerly head of the piano de
partment of the West Virginia Univer
sity, Morgantown, W. Va., is doing 
unique work with the French Army. He 
is the only American Y. M. C. A. secre
tary who is in the entertainment work of 
the Foyers du Soldat and is director of 
a concert and theatrical troupe named 
after him, the Troupe Butterfield. Asso
ciated with him are a young baritone, 
Albert Laine, just released from the 
army after four years' service; Mme. 
Paule MaFsa· of the Theater National 
de l'Odeon, Louise de Gerlot and Albert 
Dorian, of the Paris stage. Mr . Butter
field acts as accompanist and pianist. 

L. R. 

Kathryn Platt Gunn Gives Recitals in 
Brooklyn 

Kathryn Platt Gunn, violinist, recently 
gave a joint recital with Miss Baraskin, 
Armenian contralto, at the studio of 
Florence McMillan, Brooklyn, playing 
t he Andante and "Perpetuum Mobile" 
from Ries Suite, Op. 34; "Deep River," 
Coleridge-Taylor, arranged by Maud 
Powell; "Ba rcarolle," Macmillan; Ron
dina, Eddy Brown; Andante, La lo, and 
Kreisler's "La Gitana." 

On Feb. 9 Miss Gunn assisted at t he 
musical service at the Church of the Pil
grims ; on Feb. 11, assisted as soloist at 
a morning of Readings g iven by Mary 
King at the Anderson Galleries; Feb. 13, 
played at the People's Music League, giv
ing· "Souvenir de Moscow," Slavonic 
Dance, Dvorak-Kreisler, "La Gitana," 
Kr eisler. On Feb. 23 Miss Gunn played 
at the musical service at the Tompkins 
Avenue Congregational Church of 
Brooklyn. A. T. S. 

Leonora Raines, Former Correspondent 
of "Musical America" in Paris, Photo
graphed Before the Paris Bureau of 
' :Musical America" 

it looked as though war would go on 
indefinitely. 

As a whole the music student did not 
fritter away her time nor did she fall 
into slovenly ways. The life with its 
liberty and independence was adopted by 
some so that they could arrive at a cer
tain station, but when the girl took the 
wrong road it was because of powerful 
influence brought to bear. As for those 
that fell into pits dug for them, 'twas 
a kind of natural sequence t o the man
ner of living adopted and the kind of 
people they chose to be identified with. 

A girl "going it alone" in a foreign 
country is apt to be criticized no matter 
who she be, for the strongest cannot 
stand up against old conventions; It was 
the student below or in the early twen
ties whose character was not formed, 
who, craving the experiences of art life, 
was most on the tongues of t he public, 
for these young things, full of life and 
crazy for adventure, refused to conform 
to any customs save those of their own 
country- where women are comrades 
rather th an playthings of men, and it 
was those that had their reputation 
smutted, sometimes only because of will
ful indiscretion, sometimes because of 
falling innocent victims. 

There u sed to be places where the 
American girls were housed, for philan
thr opists saw the crying n eed of such in
stitutions. In spite of warning and ad
vice, Americans would come, ·and once 
here self-respect demanded that their 
older and more monied sisters provide 
for them. Everything was done for the 
foreigner and her small means, yet the 
homes were small, and only a n infinitesi
mal percent could be received as in-

After arriving in Paris and looking 
about, to do as a great number of stu
dents did, the · newcomer went into a 
small furnished apartment with another 
girl. Or if too poor to harbor such an 
expense, the only thing left for her to 
do was to rent a room and take meals 
in one of the little restaurants. A well
ventilated, lighted, heated room did not 
always come within the bourse of the 
young woman, ~o many rented. an attic 
room where there was no elevator, no 
gas, no nothing, surrounded by servants 
who worked in the apartments below or 
probably by waiters in the cafes, or 
workmen in the little shops of the quar

-ter. 

What Living Alone Implies 

Such living and environment was all 
very well for independence of action, a nd 
one's money stretched out amazingly, but 
living in isolation, the French moral law 
does not protect such locataires, no mat
ter be they foreign or domestic. A re
spectable woman is supposed to live with 
her family or friends and one separat
ing herself from all only merits the re
flection and innuendo that is sure to 
follow. 

As for religious matters-- But what 
student wants · to be bothered with re
ligious observances in a place where ·she 
is unknown? Almost as soon as she ar
r ived Sunday was lost sight of as a re
ligious feast. Little by little her ideas 
began to "broaden" in a religious way, 
and she allowed others as long a rope as 
she took. When she had finished with 
the daily vocal or piano drill or when 
she gave her studio and brushes a good 
scrubbing, taken a pilgrimage to the 
bath house for a dip, no doubt she felt 
that her religious obligations for the 
week had been fulfilled. · 

Except in rare examples she was a seri
ous subject, this American ante-bellum 
student who flew across seas on a wild
goose chase for what lay at her door, 
and though she may be profited nothing 
but knowledge of huma n nature from her 
sojour n, her experience may be consid
ered by some valuable because it at least 
opened up the seamy side of life to her, 
and this is p retty apt to be the case in 
any place where a man or woman enters 
a country steeped in hide-bound tradi
tions, and cuts loose from socia l conven
tions. 

What · has become of all these young 
aspirant s and what has become of the 
professors? The mooted question is, 
Will the student return to see a new 
artistic Paris rebuilt? Will she come 
back to become a member of a n ew music 
world, for the old seems to have passed 
a way with the war-that is to say, those 
that have not settled in America. 

Tollefsen Trio Appears in New York 
· and Middle West Concerts 

The Tollefsen Trio, Carl H. Tollefsen, 
violinist; Michel Penh a, 'cellist, a nd 
Mme. Augusta Tollefsen, pianist, has 
been unusually active this winter. It 
appeared on March 18 at the Woman's 
Club, Fremont, Ohio; on March 19 at 
Worcester College and on March 20 a t 
Colgate University, Hamilton, N. Y. It 
is booked f or March 26 at the Humani
tarian League, Carnegie Hall; for March 
29 at the Good Templars ' annual concert, 
Central Branch Y. M. C. A., Drooklyn, 
and for March 30 at the testimonial con
cert to Ole Windingstad, the Norwegian 
conductor, at the Academy of Music, 
Brooklyn. 

ANOTHER ENDORSEMENT 
of the Artistic Singing of 

ETHEL YNDE SMITH 
the Soprano 

My D ear Miss Smith:-

February 18, 191 9 . 
Ottawa University, 
Ottawa, K a nsas. 

lt is h a rdly necessar y for me to te ll you how much your con cert was appreci
a ted . I feel tha t the r e are very few r ecita l artists b efore the public to-day who 
can g ive as pleasing a recital as the one you gave us, not only from the stand
point of the singer, but from that of the gen e ra l public as well. Our people are 
still talking about it. 

W ith k indest regards, I am, 
(Sign ed) PAUL R. UTT. 

Address : 458 Cumberland Ave., Portland, Ma ine 


