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What Music Means to Adolph Lewisohn,

Patron Saint of the Stadium Series

A Sensitive and Broadly-Cul-
tured Lover of All That Is
Beautiful Is This Financier
and Public Benefactor—Views
Music as Summertime Es-
sential—Finds Concerts Are
Attended by Deeply Appre-
ciative Audiences—His Ca-
reer

0O more appropriate setting could be

imagined for the activities of a man
with a great outlook on the two worlds
of art and of finance than the office of
- Adolph Lewisohn. High up above the
howl of lower Broadway, it looks out
on the incessant, calm activity of ferry-
boat and barge and tug. The low-toned
beauty of gray river, smudgy mist and
steely smoke-cloud is shot through with
a gleam of scarlet from a passing flag;
a shaft of red from the sulky sun, re-
tiring defeated from the day's battle; a
glimpse of orange in the rounding of a
tug’s funnel.

So the man himself impresses you.
Given over to the apparent prosecution
of an incessant activity, all that there is
in his surroundings and entourage of
the most coldly business-like, there yet
is visible the longing for the relief that
beauty alone affords, in the carefully
harmonious furnishing of a luxurious
office with its picture here of a stately
building, there of a riot of lovely flowers,
massed in color against a neutral-tinted
wall. More, when Mr. Lewisohn himself
says simply, “I love all things that are
beautiful; rare books, etchings, pottery,
flowers and, of course, music,” there is
a light in the face of the financier that
turns it into that of the dreamer, al-
most the poet, It is interesting to note

how these activities have mingled in the
unfolding of a long life.

Mr. Lewisohn’s Career

Adolph Lewisohn was born in Ham-
burg, Germany, in 1849. He was edu-
cated in private schools in Hamburg,
receiving a thorough general training.
At the age of eighteen he came to Amer-
ica, settling in New York City, where
his brother, the late Leonard Lewisohn,
had preceded him, and they together a
few years later established the firm of
Lewisohn Brothers, which the two
brothers ecarried on for about thirty
years. At the present time Mr. Lew-
isohn is head of the firm of Adolph
Lewisohn & Sons and of many sub-
sidiary copper companies.

Throughout his life Mr. Lewischn has
done big things in the field of philan-
thropy. He has his own investigators to
examine into cases of poverty and dis-
tress, and if satisfied that the case is
a deserving one, alleviates it in a prac-
tical way. Together with Nathaniel
Myers he helped to establish the He-
brew Technical School for Girls. The
school makes it a rule to keep in touch
with its graduates to ascertain what
practical benefits they have derived frqm
their instruction, and the statistics
show that about 2500 graduates so re-
porting are now earning an aggregate
of about $1,500,000 annually. But be-
sides the practical education which these
children have acquired, what is even of
greater importance is that they have
been improved in character and cul-
ture, the aim of the school being to in-
culeate in its pupils the highest ideals
and principles. )

To Columbia University Mr. Lewisohn
has donated the building for its School
of Mines, which ranks high among
American institutions of the kind.

Gave Stadium to City

The magnificent and imposing Sta-
dium, situated on the brow of the hill
of Morningside Heights, adjoining the
College of the City of New York, and
one of the show places of the city, is a
gift from Mr. Lewisohn to the City of
New York, which in turn presented it to
the City College. The beautiful struc-
ture is Mr. Lewisohn’s tribute of grati-

Photo by Underwood & Underwood

Adolph Lewisohn, the Banker, Who Gave the Stadium Building to the City College and
Who Has Arranged to Finance the Popular Concerts There During the Rest of the

Summer.

tude to this American city and a token
of his appreciation of the free education
which the college gives to the youth of
New York. It is quite likely that the
Stadium will be extended to seat about
20,000 people if the proper arrange-
ments ¢an be made for the acquisition of
Jasper Field opposite.

Mr. Lewisohn has always interested
himself in Mount Sinai Hospital, of
which he has been and is now a director.
He contributed the Pathological Build-
ing and paid for its equipment and
maintenance, besides making liberal do-
nations toward the general work of the
hospital, so that Mount Sinai ranks as
one of the best hospitals in the country.
The scientific research work carried on
in its Pathological Building stands pre-
eminent among work of this kind.

This man of wealth considers it a
privilege and a pleasure to render sery-
ice to his fellowmen, believing that his
fortune is in a great measure given to
him by his Creator as a trust for the
good of humanity. Of him it is said that
he never speaks unkindly of a human
being, but always tries to find and bring
out the better part of each man’s na-
ture.

Child Welfare Dear to Him

Particularly is he devoted to child
welfare work in its many forms, He is
president of the Hebrew Sheltering
Guardian Orphan Asylum, which is tak-
ing care of about 1000 orphan and de-
pendent children in its boarding-out bu-
reau and its cottage homes at Pleasant-
ville, N. Y. Some of the foremost au-
thorities have critically inspected the
work of this institution and given it
their unqualified endorsement as repre.
senting the highest type of child-caring
work and a model for others to follow.

At a conference called by President
Roosevelt at the White House in 1909,
Mr. Lewisohn fully set forth his ideas
on child-caring. He believes, as he then
stated, in keeping the child in its own
home and contributing toward its sup-
port rather than in an institution, or
if that is impossible, in boarding it out
with another family, but if neither is
possible, then the institution to which

it must be sent should be a modern cot-
tage home.

Flowers represent one of Mr, Lew-
isohn's hobbies, but his enjoyment of
them is not a selfish thing. Together
with Dr. P, P. Claxton, United States
Commissioner of Education, he hag ac-
tively interested himself in home gar-
dening by introducing instruetion in
agriculture and horticulture in the pub-
lic schools. He regards home garden-
ing as of great educational value as well
as of practical benefit.” In a great meas-
ure, he feels, this occupation for children
would help to solve the child labor prob-
lem by furnishing a profitable and at
the same time a healthful substitute for
labor in the factory and the mill. As
a member of the National Child Labor
Committee, and as president of the In-
ternational Child Welfare League Mr.
Lewisohn has been a powerful factor in
the fight which has resulted in the enact-
ment of national laws against child
labor and the success or partial success
of this movement in some of the States.

Another field in which Mr. Lewisohn
has been active, particularly in the last
few years, is that of practical prison re-
form, in which as president of the Na-
tional Committee on Prisons he is taking
a leading part. As president of the
Westchester County Committee of the
State Charities Aid Association and as
a member of the Board of the State
Charities Aid Association, he has fur-
ther opportunity for that doing of prac-
tical good in which his soul so evidently
delights.

Music a Summer Essential

Of his recent munificence in regard to
supporting the Stadium concerts, the
financier said, very simply:

“It seemed to me a happy opportunity
to offer to the great majority of people
good, elevating music at a moderate
price. It was needed especially, 1
thought, in the summer time. The the-
aters do not give their best then; the
moving pictures are not always elevat-
ing. But music like this always ecalls
out the best in one. So, since the acous-
tics are so good and the fresh air in it-
self such a relief and a pleasure, why

not make the thing a permanent joy?

“And so it seems to be, hen 1 go
there I notice that the audiences are ab-
solutely attentive. It is like being in
church, so undisturbed is the silence in
this healthful, beautiful place. These
audiences wwit for the end. At the
opera it is not always so, as everyone
knows. But here they take the chance
of being crowded and uncomfortable on
the way home rather than lose any of
the musiec. FEvidently it rests and helps
them; and no chance has been taken in
the including of anything that might
disturb the pleasure of it. Under pres-
ent conditions, German music, for ex-
ample, might do so. Therefore, it has
been eliminated.

“l am not a musician myself,” he said
in answer to a question, “‘except in the
sense that a man is who loves and en-
joys it always, and always has. I like to
sing,” he added.

“All things beautiful are dear to me,”
he went on. “My pictures, for example,
of which 1 have an interesting collec-
tion of the modern French, American
and English schools. T have some Italian
and Spanish pottery that I believe is
well worth while. Some etchings I have,
and some rare books that they say are
good, too. In faet, Sir Purdon Clarke
wrote Dr. Bode of the Berlin Museum
about my whole collection of these
things.”

Flowers are a veritable passion with
Mr. Lewisohn. Much as he loves the
cultivated product, of which he has made
a special hobby (he showed me with such
pleasure a silver eup given him as a
prize for a specially remarkable achieve-
ment in chrysanthemums!), he loves the
wild flowers tenderly.

“I like sport so much!” he said. “But
flowers are so dear to me, and nature’s
beauty in general, that often when I
am golfing and go through some beau-
tiful little bit of woods, 1 want to leave
the game just to step and enjoy the
flowers and the surrounding that they
make.”

Truly, it is the man who has loved
work for its own sake that best knows
the joy of relaxation; perhaps that is
why this man, who has accomplished so
much that is difficult with such a never-
ceasing surge of love for the beautiful
always in his soul, has translated so
helpfully the longing of the multitude
for that joy of beauty and relaxation
combined that only music can give the
tired soul. CLARE PEELER.

TEACHES TROOPS “HIKE” SONGS

Charles Troxell Doing Sterling Work
at Fort Barrancas, Fla.

Charles Troxell. the New York tenor,
has been doing excellent work as Y. M.
C. A. musical director at Fort Bar-
rancas, Fla., covering military points
around Pensacola, Fla., and Mobile, Ala.
His work is the teaching of the men to
sing “hike” songs or, as he puts it, “get-
ting the men in shape to have sufficient
musical ammunition for the ‘hike.’” He
is working right in on the military
schedule in this work, going on long
“hikes” and teaching the men how to
apply the singing on the march, which
is frequently as much as fifteen miles.
He also has charge of the music for the
religious services and is doing consider-
able singing himself. Last week he put
on a minstrel show at Fort Morgan,
near Mobile, and also gave two perform-
ances in Mobile. He has discovered some
excellent falent among the men, such
as a quartet, an orchestra and many men
who are excellent comedians. Mr. Troxell
has written about his work to MusIiCcAL
AMERICA and is enthusiastic about his
position and doing his bit.

European Officers Find American Army
Most Musical of All

“If you want to make a hit with a
doughboy,” states the New York Review,
“send him some sheet music. The best
way to send it is in an envelope, sealed
tight as first-class matter, for otherwise
it may be lost.” According to the writer,
European officers say the American
Army iz the most musical in the world.
The men are always going about their
work, whether it is marching into the
trenches or filling up a shell hole in the
road, with a song.

American Bomb Destroys
Divisional Band

A story was told by German prisoners
recently taken to the effect that one of
our bombs, recently dropped from an air-
plane at Achiet le Grande, happened to
fall into the midst of a German divi-
sional band when it was playing, killing
and wounding sixty bandsmen, soldiers
and bystanders.

German




