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SUPERSTITIOUS? NEVER!'-THAT IS, HARDLY EVERﬁ

Your Operatic Star Doesn't Believe in the Magic of Signs; But Then, It's Always Better to Be on the Safe Side!

Step Ladders. S]:loes on the Shelf.. the Whistler in the Dressing Room. tl'le Charmed Ring and Ot]:ler B’étes
Noires of Stagedom

By MAY -STANLEY

—i

AVE you a little superstition in your

home? Or, to be exact, in your dress-
ing room, for it is in the latter spot that
spells and magic abound. Here it is that
ruthless spirits wait to cast malevolent
charms on one’s voice or cause one's
memory to falter. Back of the opera
stage lies the magic land of “never,
never,” where the fates may be propi-
tiated by the eating of prunes and where
bad luck is courted by whistling in one’s
dressing room.

Ask any singer you know what his or
her pet superstition is.

“] haven’t any superstitions,” is the
immediate answer, “but—."

“Yes, but?”" prompts the inquirer hope-
fully.

Aynd then some of the magic of “never,
never” land is revealed. Perhaps one
singer has found bad luck pursues her if
some one whistles in her dressing room.
This, by the way, is a belief which is
shared by men and women of both the
operatic and theatrical world and as a
vesult of this conviction much useless
noise back of the stage has been elimi-
nated. And every one of us has learned
how to help some one through a difficult
part by holding the fists tightly clenched,
thumbs in. Psychologists would tell us
that it is the mental concentration for
success that helps—but we know that the
virtue lies in the tightly clenched fists.

Everyone is aware that fairies may
not cross running water—but fairy tales
may. So the greater number of enrrent
beliefs in good forces that must be pro-
pitiated and evil ones that may be routed
come across water from the early days of
Italian opera. ) )

Every true Neapolitan will tell you
that ingenuity and prompiness are re-
quired to ward off the evil eye, for all
manner of misfortunes may befall one
who chances to have the gaze of a cross-
eyed person rest upon them. There are
several ways of warding this off. Hold-
ing up the first and fourth fingers with
the others clasped in the palm will do
the trick—Caruso can show you how. Or
you might adopt Marguerita Sylva’s
plan. To counteract the influence of
cross-eyed persons the Belgian prima
donna hastily ties a knot into her hand-
kerchief. Also she wears an opal as a
luck bringer. Most persons consider Fri-
day a bad day on which to hegin ven-
tures, but it is Mme. Sylva’s lucky day—
only she does not laugh on Friday, for,
if one does, one is just as certain to weep
on Sunday. In the picture she is seen
consulting the calendar for a lucky date
to begin her tour—for thirteen is a lucky,
not a hoodoo number with this singer.

Not Afraid of a Ladder

Paul Althouse “has no superstitions.”
Certainly not. And to prove it he illus-
trated his indifference to the curse which
is supposed to fall on the person who

asses under a ladder. And after he
Ead posed, the Metropolitan tenor stooped
hastily to pick up a pin—for all the
world knows that “to see a pin and plcl’f’.
it up, all the day you'll have good luck.
Also Mr. Althouse allows no one to
meddle with his wigs or make-up box.
The latter, by the way, is supposed to be
especially fatal to a new production. Evi-
dently “Tosea” must have suffered from
some such malign influence, for it 1s
widely known as a “bad luck” opera. Ger-
aldine Farrar once sprained her ankle
when jumping from the ramparts, as the
ill-fated “Tosea.” On one occasion when
Caruso was singing “Tosca” with Frem-
stad, some one inadvertently trode on
the famous tenor’s foot, so that he limped
through the rest of the performance.
One young tenor who was singing in
“Tosca’” with Mary Garden made a
wrong entrance and nearly disrupted the
scene. “Isolde” is another opera with a
long chain of accidents and misfortune
back of it. )

Almost every one in the operatic world
considers peacock feathers unlucky. But
not so Geraldine Farrar. The great
singer’s favorite fan is a huge one of
peacock feathers, which she carries to the
consternation of those who still consider
that the brilliantly-hued feathers are

harbingers of ill fortune. But then Miss
TFarrar’s ancestry harks back to the land
of good fairies, the land of nixies, pixies
and leprechaun; so why should she fear
the poteney of peacock feathers?

Beware the Upper Shelf!

There are ever so many things that
one may unwittingly do to court disaster.
For example, Clara Clemens Gabrilo-
witsch opened a closet door suddenly one
day to find that her maid had, all un-
thinkingly, placed a pair of sho2s en one
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Frieda Hempel Fastens Every Ornament
on the Left Side as a Sure Spell Against
Evil Fortune

of the upper shelves. And nothing in
the world is so unlucky as to have shoes
placed higher than one’s head. To court
fortune always put them on the closet
floor. Mme. Gabrilowitsch also believes
that it’s very bad luck to retrace your
steps when you've forgotten something.
As a talisman against all ill fortune she

wears a gold chain, set with opals, an
heirloom in the Gabrilowitsch family,
which was given her in her honeymoon
days. With this chain on, she feels im-
mune from malign influences.

Lucien Muratore occasionally takes
look at the future through the
mediom of the cards, and is careful to
leave a building by the same door at
which he entered it. This latter belief
holds no terrors for Claudia Muzio, in
fact, Miss Muzio feels that she is safe-
guarded from wicked magic when she
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Thirteen Is a Lucky Number for Mme.
Marguerita Sylva

wears her favorite flower, the daisy. In
the picture she is shown with the daisy
enchantment working in full force on the
telephone. So you can readily see why it
is that Miss Muzio never receives a dis-
agreeable message.

The belief in the efficacy of prunes to
ward off bad luck is an old and time-

honored one, This belief happens to have
very good physiological reasons, as the
Jjuices are just acid enough to clear the
throat, but it is as a charm and not as a
medicine that the prune is regarded with
esteem in the operatic world. Frieda
Hempel believes in the efficacy of prunes,
but the charming soprano has a more
powerful charm, for nothing can harm
her so long as she fastens all her orna-
ments on the left side. So you will see
Miss Hempel with her furs fastened on
the left shoulder and her flowers worn on
the left side, and when she is appearing
i a new production or beginning a jour-
ney she invariably starts the journey
toward the stage or railway station on
her left foot.

_Mabel Garrison has a lucky ring, a
gift from her husband, without which she
never appears on the stage. Also Miss
Garrison knows that one leaves the door
open to all sorts of unfortunate happen-
ings if one does not put on the right
stocking first, on arising in the morning,

No Brooches for Anna Case

Anna Case has no faith in the efficacy
of donning an especial bit of apparel
first, but she is firm in her determination
not to accept a pin, knife or anything
else sharp as a gift. It is bad luck, the
lovely singer believes, and besides, it
“cuts friendship.” So, when any of her
friends wish to present Miss Case with a
bit of jewelry they have to avoid
brooches. And you must not open an um-
brella in Miss Case’s home, nor lay a
closed one on the bed; such procedure
courts illness. On the other hand, she
has no faith in the bad luck of peacock
feathers, and to prove it is wearing a
peacock gown this year that she says has
brought all sorts of good luek with it
—one might say, in its train.

But all other harbingers of good for-
tune pale into insignificance beside the
good luck that follows touching a hunch-
back. Someone found a hunchback and
took him back of the stage at the Metro-
politan one evening when a new opera
was being produced. No, I can’t tell you
the name of the opera for that would dis-
pel the luck, but every singer who took
Eart and who touched the hunchback has

een going up and up the ladder ever
since. If any hunchback wants atten-
tions bestowed on him that a king—or a
carpenter or any other magnate—might
envy let him frequent the stage door at
the opera on the night of a new venture.
Also, he may have the magic power that
{.heklibrettist and the composer frequently
ack.
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