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DRAFT CALLS MANY
MUSICIANS TO ARMS
OVER THE COUNTRY

American Symphony of Chicago
to Lose Twenty of Its Players
—Berkshire Quartet Member
Is Drawn—Peabody Conserva-
tory of Baltimore Loses Faculty
Artists — St. Louis Orchestra
Gives a Dozen Men—Leading
Magazines Indorse Movement
to Conserve Art and Provide
for Best Utility of Artists

NLESS steps are taken to provide
special duties for those young men

of the musical profession who have been
drafted into military service, the United
States army on the battle front in Europe
will include a large quota of musicians.
Reports from various musical centers
tell of threatened demoralization of
orchestras and other organizations, ar-
tists of prominence are about to be con-
scripted and others have already en-

listed as soldiers. The reports are of
course incomplete as yet, but there is
every indication that further details will
only verify the predictions. Publica-
tions of high standing like the Literary
Digest, The Musical Observer, the New
York Sun and numerous newspapers
have carried sympathetic accounts of
the movement, launched by MusICAL
AMERICA on July 7, to conserve musical
art and provide for the proper utiliza-
tion of musicians in the war.

A War Council of Musicians is yet to
be organized.

In New York it is impossible as yet
to tell of the effect of the draft, as the
actual conscripting is only beginning
this week. David Hochstein, violinist,
has drawn an early number. Francis
Macmillan, violinist, has enlisted. Albert
Spalding, violinist, has drawn an early
number, and Edward Bernays, press
representative of the Metropolitan Musi-
cal Bureau, has been summoned in the
draft. " ;

Mr. Hochstein’s number is 183 in Dis-
triet 129, New York City.

Gustave Schirmer of G. Schirmer &
Sons, music publishers, is 179 in the same
district.

Pietro A. Yon, organist, is a candidate
for khaki.

Donald McBeath, the Australian vio-
linist, and assisting artist with John Mc-
Cormack, made several efforts in the last
few weeks to enlist either in the English
or American forces, but was rejected be-
cause of physical disability. Manager
Charles L. Wagner declared that Mr.
McBeath would again be the assisting
artist for Mr. McCormack next season.

The American Symphony Orchestra
of Chicago has been hard hit by con-
seription. This orchestra was formed
several years ago to present new and
little-known orchestral works by Amer-
ican composers, and its ten weeks’
season of orchestral music, played at
popular prices, is one of the most im-
portant events of the Chicago musical
season.

Twenty Members of Orchestra Drawn

“Of the fifty members in the orchestra
twenty have been called in the first
draft,” says Glenn Dillard Gunn, the
conductor. “Some of these will doubt-
less claim exemption, because they have
wives or mothers dependent on them, but
most of those called expect to be at the
‘ront in France before many months.
""he orchestra will not disband, however,
bacause in these times an all-American

orchestra is a erying musical need. We

are hard hit by the draft, but we are
not complaining, nor are the men com-
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plaining. They consider it an honor to
be called to the colors. Our first flutist,
Anthony Linden, and our first ’cellist,
Richard Wagner, are among those
called.”

The Chicago Symphony Orchestra is
not affected by the first draft, but if a
second call is issued, several members
will be affected.

Stanley K. Faye, for several years the
music critic of the Chicago Daily News,
was among the first numbers drawn in
the national army draft. He has made
all arrangements to leave for training
camp when the date for mobilization is
announced. His successor as music
eritic has not been chosen.

In the Chicago Musical College only
one member of the faculty, Rudolph
Reuter, has been called, according to
Manager Carl D. Kinsey. Rudolph
Reuter is a pianist and teacher. He
will elaim exemption. Although of Ger-
man ancestry, he was born in this coun-
try., None of the faculty of the Amer-
ican Conservatory has been called as
yet. Earl Eldred, violinist and mem-
ber of the Bush Conservatory faculty,
has been summoned, and other members
of the faculty expect to be called for
physical examination within a few days.

Herman Felber, Jr., second violin in

the Berkshire String Quartet, has been
drafted into the first expeditionary
force of the new conscript army. For
years he was one of the first violins of
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and a
member of the Kortschak String Quar-
tet. Last year, when the - Kortschak
Quartet was reorganized and endowed
under the name of the Berkshire String
Quartet, Felber left the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra and went east with the
chamber music organization. His father
is Herman Felber, Sr., cellist with the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra.

Other Cities May Suffer More

One of the reasons why the musical
life of Chicago has not been. more se-
riously interrupted by the draft is the
large number of German and Austrian
musicians in this city, for Chicago ranks
as the sixth German city in the world,
it is said. Among the musicians the

proportion of Germans to native Amer- .

icans is considerably larger than in
other occupations. This disproportion

~does not aﬁply, however, in the Amer-

ican Symphony Orchestra, whose mem-
bership is entirely American except for
one French woodwind player and two
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ACCEPTS OFFER OF
“MUSICAL AMERICA”

Commission on Training Camp
Activities Suggests That This
Publication Become a Clearing
House for Data Relating to
Musical Resources of the Coun-
try Which May Be Employed
by the Government—Military
Experts Agree on Importance
of Music in Camps as an Agency
to Improve the Morale of the
Soldiers

HE War Department, through its
Commission on Training Camp Ac-
tivities, has accepted the offer made to
it by MusicAaL AMERICA to co-operate
with the government officials in the mat-
ter of facilitating the employment of
this country’s vast musical resources to
help win the war.

The place of music in the army activ-
ities as a means of promoting the en-
thusiasm and morale of the men is now
fully recognized. Military experts agree

that mass singing has accomplished as
much as, if not more than, athletic games
in this respect.

MusicarL AMERICA'S offer to Lee F.
Hanmer, who in an interview on page 3
of this week’s issue gives the details of
the problems and accomplishments of the
Commission on Training Camp Activ-
ities, was accepted in the following
letter:

WAR DEPARTMENT

Commission on Training Camp Activities
Washington, D. C., July 28, 1917.

To the Editor of “Musical America™:

The offer of “Musical America” to
co-operate with the War Department
Commission on Training Camp Activi-
ties by placing before the musical public
of the United States the needs and
achievements of the movement to pro-
vide our soldiers with healthful, inspirit-
ing recreation, especially music, is grate-
fully accepted.

In this important work we need the co-
operation of the musical profession. If
“Musical America” could make itself a
clearing house for data relating to the
musical resources of the country which
might be called upon to be of service to
tfhe government, it would be most help-
ul.

Very truly yours,
LEE F. HANMER.

The principal need of the department
at the present time is singing leaders.
The kind of men wanted is described in
Mr. Hanmer’s interview. Those who feel
qualified to fill such positions may com-
municate with MusicAL AMERICA, and
their applications will be set before the
proper authorities.

Arrangements are being made also to
have certain musical artists travel to
the various army camps to give concerts.
Pasquale Amato, the baritone, has al-
ready volunteered to give his services
to this work and within a few weeks it
is expected that a large number of prom-
inent artists will be enrolled for the
same purpose.

Springfield, Mass., Ready for the Organ-
ists’ Convention This Week

SPRINGFIELD, Mass., July 28.—The
stage is set for the tenth annual conven-
tion of the National Association of Or-
ganists, to be held here July 31 to Aug.
3. Leading organists of the country will
take part in the sessions. ;



