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DEMONSTRATION AT
OPERA WHEN WAR
MESSAGE ARRIVES

Ex-Ambassador Gerard Calls for
“Three Cheers for President
Wilson” After Artur Bodan-
zky Has Conducted the Met-
ropolitan’s Orchestra in ‘“The
Star-Spangled Banner”—
Margarete Ober Faints on the
Stage During Performance of
“Canterbury Pilgrims” After
News of Decisive Step is Re-
ceived — Robert Leonhardt Also
Succumbs to Fainting Attack
Behind the Scenes

REMARKABLE patriotic demon-

stration was witnessed at the
Metropolitan Opera House last Mon-
day evening during the “Canterbury
Pilgrims” performance at the moment
when news of President Wilson's war
message was received. Tt marked the
culminating point in the tension that
has existed at the opera house as a
result of the uncertainty that has been
felt as to the effect that our entry
into war would have upon the giving of
opera there—particularly in relation to
the numerous singers of German birth
who are in the company. This combina-
tion of circumstances resulted in the most
thrilling demonstration that has been
seen in the great theater. Contributing
features were the presence of ex-Ambas-
sador Gerard, the singing of the “Star-
Spangled Banner,” cheers for the Presi-
dent and the Allies and finally the faint-
ing of two German members of the com-
pany. .

On Monday morning, when it was
known about the Metropolitan that the
President was to read his message to
Congress that night, Giulio Gatti-Casazza
consulted with some of the men in his
Metropolitan Opera staff as to just
what recognition should be made of
this crucial event at the evening's per-
formance, which, it was known, was to
be attended by Mr. Gerard. There-
upon Mr. Gatti asked Artur Bo-
danzky, who was to conduct the De Koven
opera, if he would care to direct the
orchestra in the playing of “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” Mr. Bodanzky, who
is of Austrian birth and was formerly
conductor at the Mannheim Opera, re-
plied that he would be very glad to do
so. Librarian Mapleson was instructed
to have the parts of the National Anthem
placed at the orchestra desks.

The usually ultra-conventional Monday
night audience was keyed to a high pitch
of excitement on this evening, and the
fension was increased when extras of
the evening papers containing the Presi-
dent's message found their way into the
auditorium. There was the unusual spec-
tacle of the occupants of the parterre
boxes eagerly scanning the war extras.

Audience Joins in Singing Anthem

Following the intermission preceding
the fourth act, it was not thought un-
usual when Mr, Bodanzky appeared at
his desk while the house lights were still
up. However, when the orchestral play-
ers were signalled to rise, the audience
al once grasped the situation. As the
“Star-Spangled Banner” was played,
many of the spectators joined in singing
the anthem and there was a roar of
applause and cheers.

Mr. Gerard who, with Mrs. Gerard,
was in a box with Mr. and Mrs. Lewis
Iselin, advanced to the front of the box
and, his face deadly’ pale, called for
“three cheers for Our President!” A
tumultuous roar of cheering followed,
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and then from across the house came a
cry, “Three cheers for Mr. Gerard!”
These also were given lustily. Then came
cheers for “Our allies” and for the army
and navy which brought a noisy re-
sponse. Seeing that the tumult showed
no signs of dying out, Mr. Bodanzky
again led the orchestra in “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” This time the entire
audience united in the singing, which
was animated by an inspiring patriotie
fervor.

Mme. Ober Faints
After this the performance went on,

and the audience settled down quietly

to listen to the final act of the American
opera. The thrills, however, were not yet
ended. Margarete Ober, who was form-
erly one of the admired singers at the
Kaiser's own opera house in Berlin, was
playing the Wife of Bath and as she ad-
vanced toward the footlights in the big
pageant scene, she suddenly fell fainting
upon her back, striking heavily upon the
floor. Johannes Sembach and Max Bloch
lifted her up and carried her out through
the stage crowd. In her dressing room,
Mme. Ober was restored to consciousness
by Dr. William M. Ford of the house

staff, but he forbade her attempting to
continue the performance.
Immediately following Mme. Ober’s
fainting, the orchestra continued to play
the De Koven score, but there was only
a fragmentary response from the sing-
ers. So great was the excitement on the
stage that the performers were unable
to give coherent attention to their work
and the remainder of the act was done
in a desultory fashion. Behind the scenes
there was equal agitation, especially
when another member of the company
fainted—Robert Leonhardt, the German
baritone. He, too, was speedily revived.

Shower Melba with Gold for Allies at
San Francisco Concert
(By Telegraph to MUSICAL AMERICA)

SaN  TFrancisco, April 1.—Twenty
thousand dollars was realized Thursday
night at a concert given by Mme. Melba
for the benefit of the Allies. When the
diva called for contributions, gold and
silver was thrown upon the stage from
all parts of the theater. Melba’s singing
aroused great enthusiasm. Tina Lerner
contributed delightful piano numbers.
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LONG ISLAND JOINS
THE RANKS OF THE
MUSIC BOOSTERS

Important Meetings and Social

Gatherings at Garden City
Center Around Editor of “Mus-
ical America”—Plans Made
for Musical Festivals to Begin
with a Festival for School Chil-
dren—Practical Demonstration
of Splendid Talent in this
Country Made by Young Pupils
of the Music School Settlement
of New York

ARDEN CITY, L. 1., Mar. 27—A

music boosting campaign in which
the central figure was John C. Freund,
the veteran editor of MUSICAL AMERICA,
has just been concluded here under the
auspices of the Musical Art Society of
Long Island. It was an unquestioned
success.

In spite of the inclement weather the
various meetings and functions were
largely attended by representative people
interested in musie, and a great impetus
given to the development of our own
talent in this community. The necessity
of co-operation of the various musieal
organizations and societies, so that the
best results may be obtained, was urged.

The invitation to Mr. Freund to de-
liver his noted address on “The Musical
Independence of the United States” was
signed by Murs. Louise Tarbell Rogers,
president of the Musical Art Society;
Bishop Irederick Burgess, Oscar F. R.
Treder, dean of the Cathedral; Ralph
Peters, president of the Long Island
Railroad; J. J. Lannin of the Garden
City Hotel; J. P. Calkins, superintendent
of schools of Hempstead; Mrs. Amerman,
director of the Rubinstein Club; Mrs.
Walter I, Keefe, Harriet Ware Krumb-
haar, G. Waring Stebbins, S. D. McAlis-
ter, Adrian Schiess, Gage E. Tarbell,
Archer B. Wallace, 0. Kafka, Mrs. R.
Enew Hutcheson, Meredith Clark, Bev-
erly A. Heateraft, Helen Gardiner, My,
and Mrs. A, Clark Rishel, Henry C.
Fenis, Dr. and Mrs. George Sandhusen,
Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Blanchard, Hugh
Montgomery Krumbhaar, Gertrude
Stoddart, Mrs. Chas. E, L. Clark, Mrs.
H. C. Ferris, Gladys E. Hutcheson, Doro-
thea L. Gildersleeve, Alice Stickney
Kafka, Mrs. Bethune W. Jones, Mary
Louise Martin, Mrs. James G. Oxnard,
C. B. Herrick, Mrs. John W. Paris, Ida
H, Tircher, Mr. and Mrs. W. I, Madden,
Mrs. J. S. Gildersleeve, Katraine M.
Onderdank, E. R. Sutton, V. W. Tarbell,
M. Louis N. Lanehart, Arthur Day.

Among the patrons and patronesses
were, besides those mentioned above, My,
and Mrs. Frank W. Frueauff, Dr. Franecis
P. Hamlet, Dr. and Mrs. John R. Her-
rick, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Homans, Dr.
and Mrs. Charles Ludlam, Miss Alice I.
lewis, Mrs. Helen M. Marsh, Mr. and
Mrs. H, Hall Marshall, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles D. Meneely, Miss Harriet Mul-
ford, Miss Alice Preston, the Rev. and
Mrs. Charles H. Snedecker, Archer B.
Wallace, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Wilson
and Mr. and Mrs. Luer L. Wiltbank.

Dinner at the Garden City Hotel

The exercises began with a dinner al
the Garden City Hotel, at which Mr.
['reund was the guest of honor.

The first speaker was Arthur Farwell,
who was introduced by Mrs. Louise Tar-
bell Rogers, president of the Musical Art
Society, as the president of the New
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