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[ , FRANK LA FORUE aiVES LESCHETIZKY REMINISCENCES II 

Distinguished Accompanist Re
counts Several .of the Noted 
Polish Pedagogue's Principles 
in Teaching-"Slow Practice," 
the Master Cautioned-Les
chetizky as an Ardent Billiard 
Player 

THE death of Theodor Leschetizky in 
November, 19'15, marked the pass

ing of one of the greatest piano virtuosi 
and pedagogues of modern times. Lesche
tizky revealed his personality most fully 
to thbse whose talent he recognized and 
in whom he took keen interest.' Among 
the pianists before the public. to-day 
who profited by the Polish master's guid
ance are Paderewski, Bloomfield Zeisler, 
Gabrilowitsch, Mark Hambourg, Ethel 
Newcomb, Frank La Forge and many 
others. 

It was with Frank La Forge that we 
talked .recently about Leschetizky and 
it was from him that we obtained an in
timate glimpse into the personality of 
the man whose supremacy in the pianists' 
world was unquestioned. Frank La 
Forge, the noted composer-pianist, 
unique accompanist and coach for sing
ers, had a fine opportunity to observe the 
master at close range during the four 
years when he studied with him in 
Vienna from 1900 to 1904. 

"Slow Practice," Leschetizky Preached 

"One of the fundamental principles of 
Lescheti:(:ky's teaching," said Mr. La 
Forge, "is slow practice. He used to 
say that . if he could find a teacher who 
could show how to correct faults while 
practising in fast tempo, he would go 
to him and study and pay whatever pr ice 
such teacher might demand. 'Time is 
money,' you Americans say, and then 
waste your time in fast practice,' so 
Leschetizky said. He often used to cite 
as an example his second wife, the great 
Annette Essipoff. 

\ P hoto Central N CW.'l J>noto JSen.:ice 
"Once· he had visitors, and during their 

conversation they could hea r the monot
onous, slow, heavy practice of some one 
who seemed to be struggling with the 
simplest exercises. 'So your children are 
also musical,' said the guests. 'Yes, in
deed,' said the pr ofessor, 'shall we steal 
in upon them and see how nicely they 

. are pr·actising?' They opened the door 

Frank La Forge, Noted Accompanist of Celebrated Singers and Distiguished Composer .;nd Pianist 
./ , ,. 

and there to the amazement of the guests 
sat the great E ssipoff, then recognized as 
the greatest woman pianist in the world. 

"The Leschetizky method is so well 
known that I will not dwell upon it here,'' 
said Mr. La F orge, "but I would like t o 
indicate that in all of his phrasing 
Leschetizky was guided by the art of the 
singer. 'When in doubt how to play a 

phrase, sing it, and then an~j.lyze and imi
tate your singing on the pjano,' he. would 
say. 

"A stricter master than Leschetizky 
cannot be imagined._ He aimed to pre
pare his pupil·s for public career s and 
was most exacting in his demands for a 
perfect perfor mance in his studio. Know
ing full well tha t the-intensity of a n inter
pretation is apt to pale. when the player 
is possibly embarrassed by a critical au
dience or by circumst ances which tend t o 
unnerve the per former, he used to e:<:hort 
us to exaggerate in some measure the 

effects in order that tlle~ .m'ight st ill be 
interesting wheri ·:-th€ '·strain of public · 
appearance should r ob :them of some of 
their intensity. As he ~~pressed it,- by 
one of the mottos of whicli' he made such 
frequent use, 'The soup ' is never eaten 
as hot as it is cooked.' 

An Ardent Billiard Player 

"Leschet izky was a pupil of Czerny, 
who in his turn was a pupil of Beetho
ven. He was a great friend and ad
mirer of Rubinstein, whom he . always 
held up as a model tg his pupils. Both 
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Rubinst ein and Leschetizky wer e passion
ately fond of billiards, and Leschetizky 
told how Rubinstein once kept a Vienna 
audienc.e wait ing over an hour while he 
was calming his nerves a t the billiard 
table. 

"If Leschetizky became interested in 
a lesson , it might last f or hours. If you 
came for yo!Jr lesson at one o'clock it 
was somet imes three or four o'clock be
fore you were admitted. As a t eacher 
Leschetizky was extremely conscientious, 
and liked nothing better than to have a 
pupil insist over and over upon an ex

-planation of a point which he had not 
compr ehended. But when a timid pupil, 
in order to t ide over a possible bad mo
ment, would say that he had understood 
and th en in playing would demonstrate 
that he had not gra sped the point-well, 
that was bad ! 

" Those of us who had - the privilege 
of knowing the professor f or a long 
per iod of t ime were awar e of h is many 
deeds of generosity which wer e care
fully concealed from those not directly 
concerned. It was, for instance, charac
t er istic of him when on Chr istmas Eve 
he bade good-night to one of his less p ros
per ous pupils, to press a hundred Gulden 
note into the astonished fellow's hand." 

. H. B. 

Carreno Gives Delight in Memphis 

MEMPHIS, TENN., March 3.- Mme. 
Teresa Carreno, the distinguished pian
ist, delighted a representative Memphis 

• audience with an af ter noon recital at 
the Chisca Hotel on Mar ch 3. The sec
ond of the series of artist concer ts was 
given at St .. Agnes's Academy on the 
evening of the 28th, when Angelo Cor
tese, h a rpist, and Mrs. Gus Fitzhugh, 
vocalist, presented an exceedingly beau
tiful p r ogr am. The public school music 
committee treat ed the little folk a t Leath 
Orphan age with an inter est ing program 
of music arranged by J ean Johnson last 
Wednesday. N. N~ 0. 

A musical program was performed by 
Helon Mara , coloratura soprano, and 
Frederic Dixon, pianist, a t the annual 
luncheon given by the Daughters of Ohio 
at Delmonico's, New York, on F eb. 19. 




