Auprost 16, 16514

MUSICAL

AMERICA

g
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War Works Havoc with Bayreuth Festival and Prevents Bavarian King from Paying It an Official
Visit— Camille Saint-Saens and Gustave Charpentier Bury the Hatchet—Paris Lawyer One "
of the Winners in This Year’s "“Prix de Rome" Contest-—Open-Air "Siegfried” in Open-Air
Theater, with an American "Forest Bird’ —Concerning the Unmusical Man, His Foibles and
His Uses—Hans von Biillow’s Widow No Longer Connected with the German Brahms Society

WI'F‘H no  definite particulurs avail-
able ns yel, the most likely sup
pesltion concerning the fate of this year's
Bayreuth Festival is that hardly mwore
than o week's performances were given
befors the country was plunged into war.
In fuct, the mobilization procecdings may
have wronght havoe with the casts be-
fore even the first week was out. The
first performances scheduoled to take
place were “The Flying Duotehman® on
Athe opening day, July 22, and aguin oo
July 35 “Parsifal” on July 28 and the
firet “Ring" cycle on the 25th, 26Eh, 2Tt
arul 20th, By this tme dll thies of Lhe
mugicil directors of the festival—Dr.
Karl Muck, Michw! Balling and Sieg-
fried] Wapner—mny be éxperionving
setive service with wenpans more deadly
than the hiton.

It seemiz that early in July rumors
ware uflout in Berlin thal ag a protest

ingt the eonduct of Frao Coxima. aeil
Siegfried o pormitting feolde’s chge Lo
be nived in the couris muny of the sing-
“ere had decided not to patticipnte i the
fostivall Morsover, o  startling per-
centage of the tickets had been retmrned
by indiguant purchasers.  These reporis
bropght 6 correspandont of the Herlin
Vossizele Zoifung' to tie scene in hot
hagte, and his story’ of conditicns us lw
found them is quoted in the New York
Stadfa-Zeilung. . 13

Having perceived nothing indicative of
dizappointment in the manner of the
hatel proprietor; he ushed up the hill to
the Festsplelhaus. A rehearsal was josi
aver. Half & dozen pequaintances from
Herlin  and  elsewhere  were quickly

vected.  All looked plessed and enpget.

he reliearsals, then, had not yet been
imterrupted. 'Are all here already? ']
gaked, In the most casual manner of a
nowcomey who hee never heard that all
the Bayreuth Festival artists are re-
quired to be oo hand by the 15th of Juno.
0f course!” waz the reply. “Not one is
missing; there isn't even one sick:

“Blowly the various groups '.'.'auduri_jd
down the hill to their guarters I couid
identify nearly all of the celehritios on
the fist of this year's participanls, ns
will wz the pucelebrated who hope to
gin position and prestige through Bay-
reuth sppearances. A few ware missin
But ithese, too, | hod seap before mid-
night came—at the Eule, where now for
the Wapner intimates theve |8 fitted up
n Slepfried-Wagner room, at the Woll-
Boehlyeht and the Harmonie, at Grampp’s,
Hanw -Ricliter's Stammbneips, at  the
Post. and in other places loms vich in
tradition,

“All were jubilimt-  There wis no sug-

tion in Cheir mood of gimster revolo-
innary  intention. Bul the enthusiasm
for- Bayreuth, for tho House Wahnfried
and the festival performances was the
gamg as in other years, There were, of
course, muny new faces; hut that has
beon the cuse of late years, Some of the
old Bayreuth hereez are withdrawing
from stage aebivity; others of them de-
mand such high fees that they are no
longer sulbﬁttius for the festivals.
They muke way for the younpger pencra-
tion, which in ite turn is anxions o gome
uftder Lhe apell of the Grail magic."

As for the tickets, it wae found that
the "Ring" cyeles were complotely sold
out, while seuts were &bill avallable for
both *Parsifal” and "“Der fliogende Hol-
Iander,'" especially the latter, It was avi-
dently true that some people who had
gibseribed Tor tickets last October had
refused to HEL them because of the mal-
odarous trigl to establish Frau Beidlor's
parentage. In doihg so0 they availed
thomzelveg of their privilege of declining
the tickets up to within four weeks of
thi festival.
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In some quarters it will seem particoe-
larly unfortunate that this Summer's
festival should be interrupted in view of
the fact that Kinpg Ludwig III of Ba-
varin, with his guesn and retinue, was
to have attended some of the perform-
ances, [t wonld have hean the first time
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that he cannot help: feeling proud of »
chance lml:dx:!nar ivien him by M. Saint-
Sadng, which will leave with him at least
the remembrance of *a moment of vary
sweet amotion,” which weae shared unani-
mously by hiz confréres of the Acadé-
mie,”

sl

Edyth Walker, the American Soprano, Who Recently Won a New Triumph at the
Cologne Festival as “Elizabeth” in "Tannhiiuser”

ginco 1882 that the Bavarian Courn had
tulgon official cognizance of 8 Bayreuth
festival
ARLIS, or, rather, the artistie. circles
of the eity, =at up and gaped at the
spectacle of two supposadly irreconcila-
ble musgical esemies “making II{I" mogt
abruptly and unexpectedly, when  the
Beaux Arts committee of the Acadimie
waa in session to decide the Prix de
Rome contegt. [t will be recalled that
Camille Baint-Saine was one of the mem-
herz of the Acailimic most strenuously
apposed to the election of Guetave Char-

pentier Lo memborship, Lo Monde
Artiate thus relates the sequals
*M. BSaint-Saéns writes—M. Baint-

Snény writes muech sines the death of
Muossenct—that on meeting M. Charpes-
tier guite by ehunce -l the vorridors of
tha Institut he-graspad hig hand, o net
that driew forth rom hig colleagoes an
avation for him ‘that prodicced the sweet-
eat amotions of my life.

“Op hie gide M, Charpantisr states

“How. rouching wll tine igl” adds Lo
Monde Artinte’s eynical sbserver, who
has koown of many other emotional out-
brenks, both “sweet” and otherwise, on
the part of musidinng.
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VIDENTLY (he open-air perform:
ances of “Bepfried” at the Zopot
natore theater near Doantsic proved n
most  satisfactory ' Buocess: e cast,
which 'was headed by Heinrich Fensel
and included ‘an. American Fovest fird,
wis well ehosen, on' the whole, and the
ninsie dramu itsell wiy demonsteatad to
be. almoat an jdeal work for performance
nnder such natural conditions,  Then,
too, the Crown Princess attonded the first
performonee and thatl adided spenial zeast
to the publics interest in it
"The entive produdtion  presanted an
organic whole of astonishing harmonious-
ness,"” wrote a Dantsic eorrespondent to
the Bevlingr Togoblatt. “Al the fuctors
concerned in ‘the auccss of the: under-
taking vied with ooe another In their
zenl to mive the work the stamp of per-
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fection:  Professor Liittkemeyer of Co-
bourg hail forvished the stape in the
motntainone  JAschlenthaler - Forest—
which seemed to be mads especially for
SR fvied”"—with  special  degorations
that pdded the touch of the hercic land-
seape to Lhe ildvllie charsctér of  the
leanfy grove, without in mny way detraet.
ing from the fresh lmpression of Hving
Nature. Al the comducteor's desh Salmar
Meyrowits, from the Hamburg Municipal
Opera, presided with inspiring enthusi-
agm- and the excellent Blitthner Orches-
trn."uf Berlin, Tollowed him as under a
spell.

“The Frelude, the “Waldesweben’ and
the Magie Fire produced sm unforget-
tabile effect in the profoundly impressive
atmosgphere of nocturnul nature, Heln-
rich Heneal, of the Hamburg Municipal
Opera;, sang Siegfrted with most potent
art, and be had o worthy pariner in
Sophie Palm-Cordes, 'of the Stuttgart
Cotrt Theater, whoze Biinnhildd  was
vocally wnd dramaticnlly 8 noteworthy
achievement. For the first time it was
possible to eee the Waonderer really ap-

roach  from the distance, and Ham
Spiesa, from the Brunswick Court The-
ater, sang amnd acted the pile majes-
tically,”

Ethel Hanga, the Amerigan soprane of
the German OUpers in  Charlottenburg-
Berlin, sang the Foreat Bind “with soul,”
e e Lold, and there are compliments
algo for the Mimi, Peter Krouder, of
Hambiury; the Albeeioh, Herr Zador, of
Dresden;  the Fafner, Louis ‘van de
Sunde, of Berlin, and the Eyvda, Hevtha
Frank, of Duntiie,

At about the same bUime thare took
place in Dantsie the aecont song festivrl
of the Prussion Singerbond, The Blith-
ner Orvchestra wae drafted lite zervice
here nlso, gnd fn the excérple from “Par-
aifal™  with “whith  tho Fﬂstwui closed
Heinrieli Hengel, Curl Broon and 'We-
nor Engel were enfrusted with the solos.
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NH such publicity hng been given 1o
the Prix de Bome competition this
Summer ng last yenr's received, simply
Booguze the winper of the gvand prie last
year wos o woman, and a0 womnn still
In her teens at that:

This year's winner, Marcel Dupré, was
born in 1886 and ss = chiid was a muzi-
enl prodigy. The “first Becond” grand
iz was won this year by Raymond' de
Porzor, who practised law m Paris for
five yearz hefore giving himeaelf over (to
& musical enreer exclusively in 1911 Un-
like most of the teaditional pride win-
ners, he has had no past at the Conserva-
toire,.  Andeé Laporte, to. whom wae
wwarded the “second second” gromd jorir,
was horn In 1889 and has distinguished
himeall at the Conserviatoive in yarious
hranches,
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ROM the divorced wife of the lnte
Felix. Motll an appesl for &id has
lieen made to the Georman publie.  The
first Frau Mottl was Henristte Stond-
hartner, n singer at the Court Opern st
Carleruhe, when ahe became the wife of
the distinguished conductor, who after-
wardd raised the Muamich Court Opera fo
the rank of frest in the land during his
régime there following his long experi-

elice pl Carlgrube, i

The mupriage proved to be an incom-
atibie one and only @ year or 20 hafore
ﬁi:‘-‘ death Mottl specepded Incgetting
divorce from his wife because of hor
financial extvnvagences, which apparent-
v harassed him: A few days before his
erth,. It will be recalled, he married the
Munich dramatic soprano, Zdenkd Fass-
benider, who has diefinguished herself
more especially by her seting than by
her singing. T

I hey appeal to the publie, in whieh
ghig draws attention to- whol she con-
giders her undeserved fate, Frau Stand-
hartner-Mottl o Mottl-Standbhartner, as
the German costom will have it, explaing
thnt she ling been Lr?:ing to gel estab:
tished =8 o teacher of Kinging and. die
tiom, but sinee last January hes mot
found g single pupil, |

“All that now remuing to. me” she
writes; “is & monthly incoma of 325, um}
ull that | wish to attein by this sppen
to the public is the means to be ablp
lo carn a modest fving ss s singing
teuchier from the beginnimg of next
snason.""

s 509
NE of the obvious produocts of the
“siily denson. » period of Gmex-
pectedly briel duration fhie Suomuer, s

[Continued on next page]
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