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HOW A TYPICAL AMERICAN GIRL FITS
INTO ENVIRONMENT OF GRAND OPERA

Anna Case Varies Her Duties in Opera House and Concert Hall with Wholesome Relaxations
of a Normal Young American—Driving a Motor, Dancing, Cooking and Composition of ‘‘Rag
Time" as a Prima Donna’s Diversions—An Instance of a

Grateful Pupil

NE would not look first of all nmong
grand opera stars if one were seek-
ing o typien]l Amervican girl—ool aven
in an American opers house such as the
Metropolitan. To be sure,  there are
many American women in opera, but
ths yestricting demands of such o career
are likely. to make the -singer typically
pperatie rather than typienlly American.
Yol there: is one singoer; at least, in the
Metropolitan  forces who is a faithful
ype of the American girl in the broad-
wal gense. This is Aund Case. The so-
prano is the same  wholesomae FOUTIH
Anerican, radinnt with the joy of living,
that she wag when ghe jeined the Met-
fopelitan company eome four seasans
e B0, indeed, Misg Case impressed
wn interviewer during a brief vizit at
hir apnrtment the other afternoon.

A Migs Case had been called down tao
fhe Metropolitan for ' a few moments,
B manager, Fred (0, Renard, hurried
over from his office to ses to it that the
wiitor should not be Lurned away un-
imowingly by Lima. Lina,  you must
know, Ia the singer's comely Htalian maid.
When Miss Uase eventually appeared her
fow words of conversation m Italian
with Tins  indicated thal he latter's
lgaiatic atd to the opera singer might
bt dlmast as valuable as har ministra-
thons as lwdy's maids
Heightening  the Com-
Ee:tnn of Miss Case's domicile is the
tirid member of the hopsehold, Sher-
Wood, Mnster Sherwood (= g French
poodls; white in color and piquant of
NigEge. As soon as [the soprano had
preeted her two homan vikitors she de-
voted ‘her immediate attention to her
amniie, friend, who zat on the floor be-
e her, guzing up at his mistress in
Yeafound admiration. "“II a prima donna
Ml many men who admired her like
hal" ventored Miss Cuse, “how spoiled

would he! If you want to make a hit
with: Sherwood,” continued the singer,
“iitie |8 what you muost do” Thereupon
Wi gtroked the dog’s breast bone gently
Swith the tip of one of her pearl-topped
Mpls, Mongicur Sherwond regarding her
all'tha while with a beatific countenance.

A Canine Opers Débutant

"Sherwood has wlready lecn on the
[Spers stape,” related his young mistress.
SNoe of the mign corried him on in the
2 ack of 'Bosenkavalier, where the
¥inezs 9 besieged by tradesmen and
{ liganis. But Sherwood ‘was too
By and wnwieldy. anid he conldn't
M down," poor thing, &6 he had to
bl his plice 10w smaller dog belong-
o another ginger. Onee or twice,
i y whett 1 took him to the opera
| Woee he come near making an appear-
“Siice, for When I am ginging he fecog-
hilees my voiee, and if my maid hadn't
p he'd have run right out on the

_H

E inglsd with the portraits of Miss
CUkie’s Metropolitan associates there are
L EE ber walls one or fwo pictures of the
wopramn nerself in some fuvorite outdoor
auehl a8 horsebsck riding and
mitoinobiling:. “T love to drive a car,”
Bz ied M.[Ei Case, “even though 1 did
m,-inb @ fenve once nt the rate of
1y mifles an hour. Speed is what 1
mmymmuy-ﬂw miles an hour just

mo

internationil

~ The sams desire for rapid locomotion
i in Miss Case’s jdeas re-
ﬂ‘“ lier career. 1 want to gat
sl much faster” she nsgerted:  She

here asted if her remarkable con-
enecees und prowing recognition in

%‘H‘u not rapid enough mdvance-
o fir unyene who wants to ]

fesity-five miles an houtr,” interposed
"By the way, Misy Case

. re-sngaged Tor another year
AE il Mutropalitan, nnd she will prob-
Sy #og in London in the Spring."
i it she had thought of brying
aate (o the European opern hodses,

: _fllﬂ replied, “'ve congiderad the
g itk Yaven't worked it oul so that
e what T really do think about it.
o wou know, I'don’t believe in griv-
‘8t opiion on m subject wntil 1
" ;lﬂ wlimt my opinion 8" Astute

upern: singors. frequently owe
i to an emergency eall,

and Mizs Case proved her mettls on two
such oconsions this year. *On a Friday
evening  the Metropolitan sent out
hurry alarm for me,” related the singer,
"as they wanted me to sing the Doll in
‘Hoffmann" the néxt night in Brookiym,

Camera Glimpses of Anna
Case: Left; Miss Case with
Her  Teacher, Mme. Dhrstrom-
Renard; Center; the Soprano as “A
Happy Shade,” in "Orfeo;" and Right,
Miss Case in Role of a Motorist.

I was out at dinner with gome friends—
My, Henard didn’t Know whers, bul he
knew the family that 1 was with, 0 he
ealled up the various members of it until
he located me. T4 mtended poing to a
little danee, but I gave this up, and bt
eleven one of the men from thi opera
houge come-up and ran over tho miusic
with me. 1 had nover sung the Doll, but
I weatl on the next night without a o
hearsal,” .

. Aml she gl away with it all Tight,"
interjocted  Mr. Renard.

A Novel Prompt Book

“1 had & similar experience in Phila-
delphin wheén T sung Xenia in “Boris,* ™
added the young artisl. “I'd mever sun
XNenta's music, a8 I'd played Toodor.
knew the music of the song from hear-
ing Miss Sparkes sing it, but 1 didn't
know the words, so T had them written
out and placed théem in fronl of me in
the pictore frame on the table—sa that
task was accomplished all right!”

Actoally horone was Misg Case's débul
in the exacting Tole of Sophic in *Der
Rogenlkavalier #IN% been il o shorl time
before the premiore,” she relited, “and
simply degnd mysell out of bed for
the final rehearsal. On the night of the
premiére 1 was s0 weak that 1 had my
fh}'siciml in the audience, for feir that

might not be able to get through the
performance. Criticd aron’t ‘sware of
such matters, however, and soma un-
favorable fhings were said about my
singiie thit: evening, No doubi they

were juatiﬂed, from o more cald-blooded
apprasemont.

“1 hadn't worked on this rdle with
my teacher, Mme, Ronard, as 1 always
do, for I'd been a0 absurhﬂlf in. rehearzals
that 1 didn't have the time. But imme-

ditely after the premitre she began Lo
work over the role with me, and T've
poticed that each timea I ging it the
criticiems become more favorabie, Mme.
Ronard is in the andienee at almost every
performunce, The pext morming zhe
calls me up and says: *You'd better come
over and see me—why did you sing such
and goch n ling that way? Then we
work over the line until 1t is more per-
fect. She has a wonderful memory for
every little' point in my performance,
and 4 genioz for treating each phrase
z0. that the greatest amount of tonal
beauty enn bo brought out.”

Ar Mr. Renurd had departed for a
moment to feteh the picture of Miss
Cage's Ombora Faliee impersonation that
wdorng this page, the soprano took occa-
aim to express frankly ber pratefulness
o Mme: Ohretrom-Ronard, In these
days of ungratefu] pupile 1t was refresh-
ingly characteristic of Miss Casé f0 hear
her declare: “Before T camwe to- Mme.
Renard 1 was nothing, and 1 owe every-
thing - to her”  Some time before the
writér had henrd her reply to an Ameri-
cun ginger who wae urging her ta go to
Surope for more experience. “Well, if
1 ever did T would insizt upon Mme.
Konard going with me.™

Singer u8 Instinciive Pianist

Filed wpon Miss Case's grand piano
were inuumerable opera scares and copies
of figdor which bespoke her serious de-
volion to her art. And whilé awaitin
the return of Mr. Rennrd ghe reveale

eome of the human side which - proelaims
her to ‘be, in the wryel of the doy, a
“ragulnr girl,” when she sented herself
at the piane amd played gome “‘ragtime”
pisces (hal she had composed, sparkling
in melody and rhythn

“That iz her relaxation,” wouchsafed
the arriving Mr. Renard.

“Then there's my ecooking,”" -supple-
mented. the singer. "1 you had only
been. heve yosterday, you could have had
gome of my Etrawherry shorteuke., Bot
the pianoc-—wheu did 1 learn to play it?
I suppose my playing is instinctive, for
the only teacher | ever hod wos o ma

dovwn in the country who tangrht me the
different notes—and that's about all. Yet
1 can ploy muich of my music in “Rosen-
kavalier,” for nstance.'”

Ancther of thia prima donne’s relaxa-
tions i¢ doncing and the hag boen do-

geribed as one of
the champion tango-
istz of New York
"With me dancing enme
[unﬁ before singing,” she ex-
plained, “and when 1 was 2 {it-
tle tot people used ta pet me to

dancé on the  sidewall whenever a
hur{li:—gurd:.- camd  wlong. Nowadays
people are alwaye asking me, 'Wom't
yon teach moe this new step? " sulitin
the action to the word. “Last Fall
uged to dange 50 much that my doctor
snid. it was bad for my health, and now
I only dance, say, cne- avening a week.
I eall that moderation, don't you?"

As the wisitors departed this bonoyant
impersonntor of A Happy Shode  was
playing the favorite “Un peu d'mmour™
i waltz time, as she ealled through the
open door;

“Dipesn’t this make a great “Hesita:
Hon' 1" EenNerH B, CLARK.

The Berlin Licdertafel, af 300 male
singers, hos tnken & trip to Egypt

SALE OF ROYALTIES

0F FA?MWITEDHR OF
DUDLEY BUCK. Deceased

For the purpose ol closing estate  Lhe
undersijned, o Exesinors, - will sell st pulbilic
guction &l Lhe povoiifes preable oo conmection
with the gomposithmis of the dite: Duodley Buaek,
threngh  AUVGUETUS AW, CLARK, Auttionerr,
ot Mo 5o West 4dth Streely Borvoogh of Man
hattan,  New Yook Citg, on the Sih - day ' of
April, P14 my three ofclock i the nfternoan
The sale wil] be absohne and withowt any reset
vation. For turther information spply ta. THidles
Hoek, Rocol wa, 1248 Arollan [Tall, Na, 27
Wesi 43m| Street, New York, o to Hergon &
Prendirgast, shorme ke Ma_ 25 - Prond ' Street,
New York Cly. JUDLEY BUCK,
FRANCIS DLOSSOM,

An Execntord of the ‘Enn I
Mty E Il;.'::J.uji, L:n:nnsj .




