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COLLECTING AMERICAN VERSIONS OF OLD WORLD FOLK SONGS

Uncle Sam Behind Movement to
Preserve Survivals in This
Country of English, Scotch and
Other Ballads That Have Come
Down from Colonial Times—
Federal Bureau of Education
Co-operating with Professor
Smith of Virginia—A Movement
of Great WNational Significance
from Which Important Results
Have Already Been Obtained

By WALDON FAWCETT

() colleet the American survivals of
old bullads—American versions of
Old World follk songs—is the object of
one of the latest undertakings of the
United Stales Governmenl., This ¢oun-
try-wide yuest for ballads that occupy a
conepivoons place in the history of music
ie significant for severs| reasons. Ob-
wiously, it should produce results of value
1o practical musicians aud to the lay pub-
lic that iz interested in musical history
and musical progress, Added o this is
the meaning of the movement &5 indica-
tive of & deeper snd more tangible in-
terest in music on the part of ouT il
tional Government; which, in the eatima-
lion of many persons, has heretofore
Lepn remiss in this respect.

The search for tho old ballads is being
prosecuted by the Bureau of Edueation
of the Department of the Interior, in co-
aperation with Dz, C. M!!uhmmn Enytﬁh,
the Bdpar Allen Poe Professor of Eng-
lish in the University of Virginia and
founder and president of the Virginia
Folk Lore Sceiety. Here'is another ele-
mant that has significance nol only in
the present instance, but likewise for the
futurs, namely, the manifest willingness
of the Federu{ Government to co-operale
with individuals and private agencies in
movements in behalf of musicul progress,
and to bear the major portion of the ex-
wenee connected therewith, Particularly

nk this been the recent policy of the Bo-
rentt of KEduestion, which has boen
arcused o an appreciation of the %rIm:c
which mugie shonld hold in the life of
the people by ohservation of the success
of the introduction nf music in the pub-
lic. schools bnd tho resultant henefits

The quest for old ballads which is: be-
ing prosecuted by the joint forces above
mentioned has now heen in progress for
several weeks and the imterest mani-
fasted by the poblic and the results
uchiteved have beon most encoursging.
In imauguriting this work It was- de-
¢ided for various reasons to confine the
first quest to Enilis'll and Seottish popu-
far ballads, but the moving spirits in the
enterprize Had it in mind from the ouot-
el to expand the scope of the search
latér, This desire on their part has been
stremgihened by many of the expressidng
that have reached them: It is urged
that the ballads of other nationalities,
for instance, the Trigh, which have boen
extenzively rooted in America, should he
gought out and perpetuated in . similar
manner and particulnrly have many vol-
unteer correspondents  insisted  that
Unele Sam shonld do something toward
the compilation of o complete, authantic,
officin] ehronicle of the old negro melo-
dies.

National Significance

I explaining the povermmental quest
for old balade, P. F.’ Claxton, United
States Commissioner of Educdtion, said:
“Whatever has, at any thme, appeslod to
the hest emotions and moved the heart of
o people must have for their childven
anil their childeen's childven political;
hiatarical and cultural valoe. This is
eapecinlly true of folk tales and folk
EONEE.

"Phe English and Scotch popular bal-
lnds which wa are now seeking helped to
mold  the character of the men and
women who made np the Iarger part of
the eolonial population of this country.
For generations these hallads of the Tow-
lands nnd highlands of England and
Seotland were sung along the Atluntio
congt and in the wallays of the Appa-
lachinn Mountaing.  The descendants of
FEnglish, Irish and Scolch-Irish colonists
tonk many of them with them on. their
march acrass the continent, and the bal-
Inde ware Tamiliar in childhood to mil-
jlane of men and women whose children
have never beard them, HRefore the
march of the public school, the publie

e

e e

Dr. €. Alphonso Smith, the Chief Figure in the MNa-
tional Movement to Preserve American Survivals

of Old World Ballads—Above, a Typical Old
Southern House Occupied by One Family for
Several Generations, It Is in Such Places That the Search for the Old Songs 1s

library, arban givilization and modern
industris] and commercial life, they hawve
vanished, but they still have their valug,
and we should not permit them to be
lpat out of our life, The pation will ba
poarer if wa do.

“The firdt step in our present ahder-
taking is to determing where any of these
ballads or their variations are now to be
found ymong the people and the Bureau
of Education welcomes the co-operation
of D, Bmith in the collecting of the sur-
vivile of these Dallnda. [ hope thil every
parson who is in & position to give any
information regarding the old ballads
will help us, for such co-operation mn
régult in saving Lo the nation many val-
uable treasures

To the correspondent of Musiean
Awmenica, Dr. Smith, at the University of
Virginin, stated that he was well gatis-
fied with the progress made in the Him-
ited time that has elapsed since the na-
tional project iwas undertaken. Said he:
“The movement has aronsed grdat inter-
est all ‘over the country." Professor
Smith i5 e:}peci&lty ingiatent upon the im-
Pnrtﬂ.nr.e of prompt action in this matter.
‘If our American versions of these old
ballads are not collected ?uiclcl " said
he, “they can never ba gollected ot all.
It 15 now or never. Many influences are
tending to obliterats them. Catehy, but
empty songs, not worthy of comparison
with “them, the deeadence of communal
singing, the growing diversity of intoer-
ests, the appeal bo whiit ia divisive and
geparate in our national life, the pres-
ence of the artificial amd self-conscious
in modern writing are depriving our
homes and schoolroome of & kind of  lit-
eraturs which, for community of fealing,
for vigor of narrative, for vividness of
portraitare, and for utter simplicity of
style and contentdis notl surpassed in the
whole history of English or American
aong"

Virginin's Pioneer Society

Asked to tell Musical AMeERlcA whal
ympelled him to take up thig work mnd,
in turn, to aenlist the national govern-
ment i the crusnde, Profesaor  Smith
galil: “My interest in the matter i= &
thing of long standing, but it iz only re-
cently that I have begun to realize what
i vast and interesting body of gong lit-
erature handed down through oral tra-
dition 15 waiting to he rnered. The
Folk Lore Society of Virgmie, which was
founded on. April 13, 1913, and of which
1 happen to president, 5 an expres-
sign of this interest, This saciety, praly
n State orgamization, was formed for the
EXpreas g:‘u'rlr‘m.ae af colleeting the English
and Scoteh ballade surviving from lip ta
lip in the State of Virginia, and has al-
ready found twenty-six of these old
sorigs, & lavger number, 1T béliove, than
has ‘yet been reported fromy any other
State. Three of these are Rohin Hood
ballads, not one of which has hitherto
hean found surviving in the nited
Btates.”

Professor Smith asks Musican Asmew-
ica to make cloar one point that has
caused some confusion in the “letter cam-
paign”™ which has been condoeted from
Washington In an effort to intervest muo.
giciang, school teachers and others in this
search for old hallnds. "Our guest,” ex-
pliained the prime mover in. the enter-
prige; “is not for old books, but simply
R}n‘l sulely. for the ballads that have sur-
vived without the wxid of the printing
press.  The report of sven o fragment of

pne of these old songs will be welcome:
It I5 desirod to know, fivst, how many aof
the ballads and how many versions of the
egame ballad there mre in each State, and
to thal end all persons who are willing
to oo-operate are asked to write down
and sand to Washington any versiong of
the ballads which they may discover.
Two versions of the same bailad are al-
most a2 valunhle o us as two different
ballads:

“When the returng from the different
States upder this initinl ballad census
hove been received and classified a cir-
eulor giving the resalts will be aonl to
all who lave do-operated,  With this in-
formation in hand It is hoped that inter-
esled persons residing in each State in
which there iz no folk lore or baliad so-
clety will be impelled to form such an
aessocintion on o definite bagis of aseer-
kalned resualts, and thus eontinue the
senveh, Those Etates or communities
that already have such socioties cEn use
the information thusz sequired in what-
ever way they dégm best. Tt is balieved,
however, that State ornranizations will be
founid most eficient in this rescue work
on hehalf of the oild hallnds: Not ontil
each Btate leels iteelf responsible for
the collection of the bellads surviving
within its own borders will the search
be completa avin - approximitely or the
moenltz at all satisfactory. ‘But if each
State joing in a sort of co-operative bal-
lach umion a:work may ultimately he writ-
ten that will e sipnificant and inter-
egting in the hirhest depgree™

Beciause the United States Burean of
Eduration is intiumtmi‘.‘ in toueh with
teachers in- all parts of the country an
effort haz been maile’ ai the outsel to
iiduee all teschers to lend ' a hond iin
this auest,. The officiale alss fedl that
teachers are eanecially well placed to
anearth the wall-nigh forgotten balads
becauge of their opportunities for com-
ing incontact with the home life of fam-—
lieg—miayhap in leblatod  communities,
However, the erusade is by no means
limited to teachers and the co-operation
iz besought of gny and all persons who
may feel impelled to anter into the move-
ment. Tt & hoped Lhal musiciang will
be only too wnxious o further the quest
iy anticipation that material may be dis-
covered which will prove avallable for
eoncert progranis,

Professor Child'a Researches

_In order that all those who are help:
ing in the hallad Hunt may have o
definite basis on which to work, the
Bureai of Education has published for
frea distribulion n st af - the 305 old
ballads enumerated im Prof. Franecis J.
Child’s famouz work on “The Englizh
and Seottish Fopolar Ballads.” In view
of the fact that no other investigators
have ever succeeded in inereasing the
number of ballads noted in this authori-
titive research work, it naturally follows
that the greatest intevest will be aroussd
should the present search diselose any
additionnl ballade or any worth-whila
versions, not heretofore known, of fa-
wiilinr Hallads,

To an extent the task now undertalon
by the Bureau of Education und Profes
#or Smith may be =aid to suoplemont tho
work done by Professor Child, Inasmuch
as the last mentioned anthority. mnde
no studied attemot to collect the Ameri-
can, survivala of the old ballads, but
déealt. with this important nhase of the
subject only ineidentnlly. The informa-
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Being Prosecuted with Especial Vigor

tion in the hands of Professor Child
seemingly indicated the survival in the
United  States: of only abool seventeen
oot of the izt of more than three hun-
dred ballads, Lutterly, howover, ot ledst
fiftw-gix of the listed ballads have Leen
loeated—broughl over by the  earliest
guttlers sind kept alive through oral tra-
dition éver gince—nnd inzsmuch ns the
organized  eenreh for this musienl Jore
has searcely started it is hoped that ulti-
mately a aurprising number of the time-
trfed song= will be disclosed.

Agked to =ay o word for MUsican
AMERICA regarding the future of this
new movement Professor Smith replied:
“The quest has been o far confined to
English and Scoteh bhallads, chiefly be-
catse these have bein definitely num-
bared by former Professor Child of Har-
vited: Tniversity, and becaise we can thus
rosecute our search with a definite end
n wview; but I should like to ses the
movemont extended to the quest of other
legendz nund songs and traditions as soon

as our quest of the popular hallad s
ended.”

Federatinn Officers Visit Loz Angeles

Las Angrres, March 31.—0On Wednes-
day of last week, F. W. Blanchard, at
the head of the loeal movement to bring
the prize apern competition of the Na-
tional Fedération of Music Olubs to Los
Angeles, eave W reception 1o the presi-
dont of the foderation, Mre J. E. Kin-
ney, and to the vice-pyosident, Mra. Em-
erson Brush, who are in Los Angeles to
make drrangements for the meeting of
the federntion here in 1915, They met
in - conference with Chorles Waloefiald
Cadman, president of the National Con-
gress of Musiciang, which will also meet
here Al the same thme, Me, Blanchard's
reception was held at the Gamuot Club.
A program was given by the Brahme
Quintet, which played twe movemenis of
a Metzdorf Quintet; the Gamut Club
tri-quartet, winging three numbers, and
Mrs. L. J. Selby singing Mr. Grunn's
“Life's Meaning." W. F. G.

Stransky and Vogt Plan Joint Festival
for New York in 1gi6

Towoxto, CAN., April B—A proposal
of ‘intersst to New York music lovers
was distusped here last week by Dy
A, 8. Vogt, conductor of the Mendelssohn
Chaoir of Tovonte, and Jusef Stransky,
canduetor of the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra,. IU i the - reproduction by
these two organizations in New Yark of
a big musical festival held in Berlin
on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Germnn Emperor's reign.  The program
will inelude undinE works of Beethoven,
Brahms mnd Bach, ¢onducted by Ms,
Stransky and Dr. Vogt. Tt will Ee im-
posailile to hold the concerts ontil 1916,
one year aftor the chioir roturns from its
European tonr: The choir will probably
not =ing in New York on its way to
Europe. R ﬁ]

Clarence Whitehill for Covent Garden

Clurence Whitehill, baritone, of the
(thicago Grand Opera Company, has been
engiaged to ging ab Coveni Gavden, Lon-
ilon, this Spring.  Mr. Whitehill gings
hiz lagt performance with the Chicago
company in- Milwankee, on April 25, in
“Parsifal." " first performance nt
Covent Garden will be May 4.



