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ELABORATE SETTING
FOR CHARPENTIER'S
NEW OPERA ‘JULIEN"

With Caruso and Farrar in Cast,
Latest Product of French School
Has a Spectacular Mounting at
First New York Production—
Symbolic of Futility of Tdealism
— Not Really a2 Sequel to
* Louise "— Work Well Per-
formed by Metropolitan Com-

pany

W”.-'AT may or may not have been in-
tended 48w econeesdion Lo Hhoee
who for the pagt fow seasong hive lfted
up thefr veices i more or Tess unavdl-
g clamor  for  Froneh  opers
lirought rhout with - the first American
performance of Gustave Charpentier’s
“Juliei™  mt the Meotropolitan Opern
House on Thorsday evening.

That it will in apprecinble messure
satialy these widespread demands or, on
the other hand, serve as a foreible refy-
tation. of their legitimucy is open to
doubt. Troe, It is impossible &t the
prisent writing to tecord tho verdict of
the f[rst night sudience owing to! the
latomegs i the week of the promiére,
But certiln vilid conclusiong ag to the
artiatic quatities of the work can be de-
rivad from two hearings of ‘it at fuoll
dress rebenrsals and others under less
formal circomstanies

The: enguing copmuonts, therefore, are
mado with referance to the private per-
formuanees of the opera given last San-
day and last Tusaday mornings. “Jalien™
iaan elahorate spectacle and hrs the ad-
santare of Carusd and Gerdldine FParvar
in the leading riles.  These facts will
pirobably. be the preantest incentives ILcan
affer bo populir; ponsiderstion and  ae-
ceptance.  As driamatic and musical Bait
{tiin distinetly less templing,

The wireumstances. prompling, the
pdaption of *Jullen” for Metropolitan
ueage have nover been set forth guite
definjtely enough to satlsly all speeuln-
Hon which has arisen in connection with
the matter. Charpontior’s opera, much
tnlked of and Impaticntly awaited
ahroad, failed signally: when -exhibited
gt tha Opéra Comigque last June. Paria
eritics, generally prone to enthnsinstic
effugions ~ on very slight provocation,
cooléd perceptibly on. contact with i
Some conjectored thaot the unpﬂpu!nﬁt}r
of the composer with many Paris mu-
sleians might have something to do with
the widely prevalent attitnde, some
binmed: the gquality of the interpreters,
others the nature of the mise-on-geéne.
Muny franltly denouneed the thing as
tiresome and & few foond it enjoyable.
Nevertholess the subseguont envesr of
“lulien™ was not brilliant and no other
foreign. opera house made effortz to ac-

gireé i, The present performpnen i=
therefars ite firgt outside of Paris

Caruso Likes the Rile

At all events the tepid reception at the
Opérn  Comigque did” not disconesrt the
powars that rulo at the Metropolitan,
It waa. there maintained that “Julien"
did mot conclusively fail, that with =
mounting: more: sumptuous than ol
there heon provided for it and enncted
by a more compatent cast [V might look
for hospitable tregtment in New York.
Furthermore Mr. "Caruss. wns much
fascinated by Llie title #6le.  Julicu og-
cupies tho stage almost incessantly and
the adorere of the preat tenor wura!-.lP
guantity. The lessons of “Germania®
were Torgotten and *Jolien™ become an
nesured  promige. Charpentier was Lo
have hailowed the premidre by his pres-
ence in the Resh.  But the midinettes of
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—Phata By Holiinger

VICTOR HARRIS,
Distinguished Conductor of the St Cecilia Club of New York which Appeared at

This Week's New York Philharmonic Concerts.

and Compoger,

Prominent 88 Vocal Teacher

He Has Enthusiastically Endorsed the 'Campaign for the Mu-
sical Independence of the United States

(See page 31)

Montmartre wished Lo predent him with
the Academician’d sword and he also
caught colid.  Hence he remained st
home,

. Mr. Gatti has fulfilled his promise rela-
five to the sumptuous scenery (it was ex-
cented by Paul Paguersaun) snd to the
excellence of the intérpreters provided.
Mr, Carueso, Miss Farrar and the splen-
did chorua carry the hurdén of the work:
Rbles of subsidiary. account are sts
tained by Messre. (Gilly, Reiss, Murphy;
Bade and Mmes, Duchéne, Manbourg,
Mattfeld, Braslau, Curtis. and Cox.

Tha production bespesks care and ob-
vious dévotion. [t is exeeuted on & lorge
seale of notable brilliancy, with nice ad-
justménl. of all constitnet Cactors
“Tulien™ lenrne heavily for ifs effects on
seonic sumpluousness and evenness af
choral work., Hoth of thess ends have
been achieved at Lhe Metropolitan., The
chorus—as muth & distinet personality
i the drama . as it is in "Boris®—eings
its very congiderabld share superhly,
particularly  in the wmuavely meledions
ensembiles of (he fret act and the rictocs
episodes of the Montmartre revals, On
thi whole there is much beauty in the
suceessive setbings in =plie of an ocea-
sional excessive parishness or erudity of
coloring. The aseent to the Tauple of

Beauty and the jptedior of the Teimpls
are preturesque, the Slavie landscape;
peaceful and charming, the storm-swopt
port in Brittany striking. 1t i& a pity,
thaugh, that moving clond effects could
not have heen obtained in the |atter—
especially ag the Motropolitan possesses
pich an effective moving “skysenpe.”

Last Act the Scenic Climax

Buy the seemic climax of “Julien” is
the. last sot when out of & mysterious
dorkness the brillinntly illomingéd Place
Blunthe bursts guddenly into view with
ite pleetricully illumined: Monlin Rouge,
s Glreas-like "side shows.” its reveling
throng, VYivid and bustling. with. life
and gayety it comes me 8 ‘welcame con:
tragt 'to the depression that has pre-
ceded,  If “Julien" succeeds it will be
duein larvie measure to the fascinationg
of this smone,

There are hut three riles of anything
ke - substantial account in the opersa—
those of Julien, Lowige in her variouy
reincarnations and the High Prieaf in
hiz,  The shorter parts—including those
of the oynionl Aeolyte and Ballvinger
well done by Messre. Heigs and -Ananian
—are adequately handled.
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NEW CITIES JOIN IN
NATIONAL MOVEMENT

Buffalo and Cleveland Audiences
Endorse Campaign for Amer-
ica's Musical Independence —
Addresses by John C. Freund
in These Cities Applauded by
Representative Audiences

DDED evidence tLhal the dhusical
communities of the United States
nre enger to join in the nntional tmove
ment for the deelnration of Ameriei’s
mugici]l indopendence was afforded last
week by ropresentative gatherings of mu-
pical persons in Buffaly and Cleveland,
The campaigl which, Myeigar AMeR
1ox has bagun and which had heen proge-
puted on the public plavform hy John .
Freund, ite editor, hus aow recoived sap-
port snd hairty Indorsomont in Atlantd,
Nashville, Baltimore, Dotrolf, New
forlk,. Washington, Columbus, 'Cihein-
tinti, Buffnle and Cleveland.

Mr. Freund in Bulfalo

BurFalo, Feb. 19.—John € Freund,
the mble aditor-in-chief of Mugican
AMEICA, gave & lectore e Feliroary
18, his aobject belng “The Muosjeal Inde
pendence of the Upited State=" An auos
dienge representative of the best in mu-
die gnd letters in the eity lstvned Lo the
spenker, who was intvoduced by Judge
George A, Lewis, with the ¢lozest witen-
tiom, and there can e no question as re-
pards the deep Dmpression he made.

Musieal Buffulo. |8 pwalke to the fact
that America, or st least that pord that
fhe United States ropresents, iz an
artistic fmetor to be reckoned with: It
needed just such s polished and foreeful
spenker as Mr, Freond, with his anor-
muous store of musionl knowledpe allied
to tho atatietics he presented, to moke
people stop and think, and there is somea
deep and serious thinking being dona
here just now which iz suré to benr
fruit,

He made it quite Pluin that Che atti-
tude. of many Americans in regavd o
the beautifiul and artistic at home has
bean  snobbizh and in  eame instances
criminally careless, though on this side
of hig subject he tonched lghtly, He
made it pliin that our young men ani
women can gel soond musical educations
al home. and genevally in their homs
pities and he cited numerous mugic con-
servatories where the tuition s of Lhe
best;  He nleo spoke in terme of worm
raige of professors of mugie In the dif-
erent mugie branches, thil lve in Amer-
ica, whether or not of foreigm extroc-
tlou, ranking thewt with the best n tha
waorld.

Mpr, Freund interspersed his  Jecture
with some delightful personsa) reminis-
cences which extend over an sactive
career of forty years mud all of thess
reminigcences fad diveel beuring om the
gulifect in hand, He Frankly adkmowl-
edpes our debt to musical Horope, bt
feels we Hove paid it by sbeorbing the
begt it oo wive us T0 was evident that
Me. Freund's sitituds i9 not apgainst
Europo, but that it is salely’ for Amer
ica and Amaerican musgicnl indeponidence
Hir ‘addross will long be remembered g2
& master effort and he haz the satisfac:
tion of knowing thot' mueical Balfale has
fallem into line and that he can depend
on the sineceére and hearty sunport aamong
mugicians here, of his propaganda.

At the close of the leeture, afior piro
longed and hearty applatse, Angeln M,
Read, a prominent musician in the ao.
dience, arose and made the following
rosolution: “Mr. Chairman, be it re
solved that the musiciang and  mugie
lovers of Buffale extend to Mr. Freund
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