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EMOTIONAL JOURNALISTS BESIEGE MME. OBER
AS EXPERT IN SUBTLE ART OF LOVE-MAKING
German Prima Donna's Success as a Suitor in ‘“‘Der Rosenkavalier” Prompts Many Reporters for

Women’s Magazine Pages to Interview Her—Her First Impressions of Singing at the Metropolitan
—Moving-Picture Concern Makes Overtures to Secure Her Services

HMM E. MARGARETE OBER speaks
anly Gevman*

Thiz condition presents liseld to those
who would speak with the Inteat addition
to the ranks of prima donna contralts wt
vy Métropolitan Opern Houwse. So if
v plan Lo hove the digtingdished artist
disconree with yoo on whnt she belisves
6 modaérn music, on her unpressions of
Amerien or what yitl hmd - better
muoster up all the cournge you possess,
summon up the results of thoze scoademaic
iy when you were one of many who
repealed in wnison suely elnaste genbances
68 Metr Broder bt gotm Rivg veplorei
in’ yoor German class, cand truly con-
verned vourself about such momentous
things, us the endings of noums and the
confupation of irregular verk,

You will need dll you cail possibily en
ligt to nid you, Tor the German: contralto
hnd not added w gingle sentence of Eng
ligh to her répertoire;  She sdmits knows
ing . Lew words, but she js rather afrald
lo say them. |

L s no gngnring personality which this

dinger, new to American shores, presents
a8 she advances stately and graclous Lo
greel you i lhu_ music-room of the spa-
cloue amd artistically  formished apart-
el which she and ber hushand have
taken while they are in ‘New York.
Strikiglgl}' powned the dinper, makes an
imposing  Ngore  “off stage™ as. well
as o, ‘She rocdived o representative of
MuzicaL Amenica late one sfternoon
tast week, only three or four hours he-
fore she had to sing. Yel one mighl
have believed that an evening of Jeisare
wig before her, s cilmly and contain-
wdly: did she gomiluet hersell, with none
of the affectations of the prima donna;
whi o diys when she "a;rijnurn“ aite in
her Loudoir reading the Meditations of
Thomas & Kempis o being peace to her
&t l.
M mimply haven't boen able to Jearn
English so far," lumented ' the aingor;
“not that T db not wish o, but it 5
hord for moe. 1 ean, of course, say a few
words, but I alwave feal thut some ono
i8 poing to leuph at me when T say them
and =0 1 don't try these days. eafdis,
I have so much to do that it i= impossihle
for me to study it. Next Summer | am
going to take it up sericualy.” Mme.
Ober thinke that Americais huve & cer-
tnin way of holding the jaw when speak-
g amd she helieves thiot pot until she
Maa geguired Lhie will sha be ahble to
madter oor langange !

The Wondarful Toscanin

Thoveughly pledsed with the mounmer
in which she bhas been treated In Amer-
W by Americand is the [ormer oirsls
Altiatin of the Berlin Royval Opera.. “The
rmuplu I have met are lovely, and every-
widy hne been s0 kind and agreeabls to
me ut the Metropalitan, In spite of thia
| have Heimwok, which I suppose 14 nat-
ural enough; isn't itT - 1 am terribly en-
thusiastic about: Maestro  Toeseanini.
What 8 wonderful man he sl T cantell
vou that 1 actually trembled on coming
Lo -Amaericn boeause of him, . | had heard
how  etrict he is, bow he domands enor-
mmus bgka of his Bingers anid | wes
afraid, But ho iz so Taiv, so0 helpfol and
e hiss heen very kind Lo/ me, 5o that it is
W plensure to work under s biton, To
b sure, he domands that the singar mive
him her biest and only her Leay work, |1
feel now Lhat those sriiste who do so will
find bim, ag | have, 4 greal master and o
goninl man.!

Mme, Ober'd success as Amperia m
“A5d0n" Tollowing o her eplendid Ord rul
surprised many music-lovers.  Here was
i Gormul aingrer. who aecompliczhed an
Italian role in Halian in 8 manpner fquite
g noteworthy s her performance in Hor
awn Wengue,  JSurely she hai  not sing
Itnhan operas in the origimil abrond.
“Only onee had I sung Ampercis in Tial-
wm," decdlared Mme. Obar, “and that was
when Mr. Caruvso came to Barlin last
Fall, 1 sang. it there with him and ao
it was natural enoueh for me to ging it
hive,.  Why should 1 nhot sing [talian®?
I hava in my répertoire all the standard
ltalisn opéras=—of course there are no
arts for my voice in the modern Ttal-
ang, like Poecini, otherwise 1 shoold
have them too,—barrine  “The Masked
Ball! That T shall add ere long. T like

Hok,

(o mng Italian, it i Auch & beautiful
language, and T am’ told that T sing it
warl],

“Ordinarily T have Tittle & no trouble
it legrning @ part in ik Yes, you are
bt Thad W learn the poret of  Mariad

Mme. Ober as "Amners’

m fBons' since my coming to AMSTic:
IL wug the exception, for the Jtalinn o
which 1t in sung heve ig op tanslation
and I does: not At Lhe mesic oy too
well, It coused me g hit of warry, but'l
mustered it long befors it wis bme ko
e

“And po-nighr 1 go over 1o
Brooklyn ta sing the Huoce
in. Homperdinck's ‘Kiinigs
kinder,” [ il to learn it all
ovier ugain. - You see | song
1t/ when it wps ficst given in
Berlin, but thelast twa years
there 1T became such a favor-
Ite that they absolutely ve
Tused to allow me
to sing anything
but the higgest
parts.  So 1 hnve
nob sung - il Finee
the  first - yoar it
was produced In
Berlin. Tt is .a
vary hewutifai
opers and T am
happy o know
that it id =0 well liked by Mew York
fudivnees.”

Food Tar Emotfonal Journalisty

Thoze vritical commoentators wha in
Ihein reviews of he recent premiiere of
Rivhird. Stranes's “[er  Rozenlevalior,”
in which: Mme. Ober sang Ooloviain,
dwelt o the charm: of her Jove-making
inthe first act with the Marsofialin and
impressed their readers with her inten-
ity  _of dramatio - expression  little
deesned thal a bavy of “woman's page”
repovters and  Bociety oditors wonld e-
siege the simger and bag her to tell them
Yhow shie did it" “They came all doy
long," confidded Mme. Oher, "and fhey ull
usked abont Lhe fivst aet and what 1 had
dong to ho g0 excallimt in i, which they
anid they had been fold T was, Beveral
wanled to me to write artlolss on *How
to Make Love," but there was one woman
wha thought 1 oughl to ehampion theé
revirgal of the approved eustom and in-
sigt on wWomen propusing Loomen. Where
they gob these things froml, Heaven
alone knows, It wis sll new to mo, for
in Europe such Biings are wihoard of,

“Iiop I think the Strnusd operg wog &
auceess?  Decidediv. At the second per-
Tormunce thers wis 8ven muoel mora. en-
thusinsm than at the fiest and T think

that the people who come to hear It on-
jox it. " Of pourse, | cannot tell from the
viewpoint of the mudisnce, gince 1 have
pever lstened W jL Trom in front. Buot
fromy the stage it seemed to carry to the
wudionen:  Nat éven. in Barlin did 1 hear

rieneed  no  gach difffieulties. Y1 anly
missed thoe  big iifominated chandelier
which hangs from the middle of the cell-
ing in the Kuiser's Opera House on the
night of my débot at the Metropolitan,
but beyond that 1 found it not unlike
Beclin. It 18 Bomewhat luvger. to be
sReE.

1 ging lioder, of conrse, nmd next year
perhaps [ ahall make o pomber of cons
cort appearances here. | onderstand
that it is vory peofitalile,” remarked the
singer, with a merry twinkle, for she hae
been tolil | doubtless by some one how

fuickly the public turns out 'to hear ad-
mired operatic gingers in concert.

In this singer 1= to e found another
But thorowgh person

POMABANS

“movies” devotos,

thut ghe iz abhe hos far her

Mme Ober as "Ortrad”

it. ‘And there we sang It as much &2
three and four times o week., We bl
three cists, three Ootadians, three Baron
(iohs, oto. ) think IL will keep Jis plies
in the vépertoire.

7] hpve noticed that en artist must be
vver watchfnl -in the Metropolitan, as
he eritics come to every performance.
In Berlin the critics po only Lo the pre-
mitte of an operd. Then if there should
b o imporianl change of cast, p now
singer in a new part or something '!tki-
that, they pga too. Fir dic Promigre
pinind e sieh susemnen (One ks
up' for the premiére) and then gne may
relax, ginee the press is nol present. Bul
here your erities are wriling reporis
after every pevlormance, it seems Lo me,
It wonld ba impossible for the Berlin
crities to do likewise, #ince they have
twenty coneerts u night sometimes, so
that they can just run in, hear s singls
gong and thén move along to their next
coneert.”

The gize of the Metropolitan Upera
House hoa heen known o couse migny
simnpers from abroad much annoyance on
(heir débuts here, for few of the opera
houses om the Continent sare as large: It
often has Eaken a month for a singer to
become sccustometd to the house and its
neonetic proyerties.  Mme. Ober expe

Margarere Ober, Contraito of the
Metropolitan Opera Company

fiking them. “I bhave no time to go to
coneerts here ae got, though 1 wanted to
o bto Hear Julin Culp the other day.
What with rebearsials, performaonces,
resting b bome and Bleeping 1 enbmot go
ont in the evening much if 1 have to
moke an extenzive Loilette first, ‘So
there you are.. One jute on one's coat,
sgleps around Lthe corner—eavery hlock
has jtz Kindop (that's whal we eall them
in Bertin)-—znnd anjove an honr or two
i i magl informal mannoer [saking ot
the pictures

A Plan to Appear on the Scresn

1 may evenl pppesr in gone myself,
Before 1 sailed T was having my picture
Laken at a photographér's wha owng a
film factory. Whan the picturea wers
finighed he made me an offer. He wants
me beocact @ play which is to he ‘Eaﬁe-
cinlly writton for meé'—of course, that
froes without sayinpg—next Summer in
tha films A very handsome offer it was
too and the man 8 persistent; he has
writte) ne. several  lotters o Amerien
gince 1-am here, azking me: to deéide and
1 don't know just what to do.. I haven't
asked him: if 1 would have to go into a
lion's enge Jil tho play, but I suppose
that that would not be the worst thing
for ma fo do; iudging by the way in
which it waes featured in your nows-
wapers last Fall whan Mrme, Destinn did
t. You ke vour gsingers heré in Amer-
wn to o thingz in addition to singing,
don't you?™

If Mwme, Ober decides Lo aceept this
“movie'" man's offer she will doubtless
only act' in the Summer. So that the
chaned of Margarete Ober, contralto of
i Metrnfnli.tmu Opira Company, being
metamorphosed by mext Fal i:liﬂ Mar-
garate Ober, “Queen of the Movies,” ‘&
very slight and need ¢ause no one of her
myriad admivers in this country any loss
of alesp ar reatless nights,

A. WaLTEr KiAsime



